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MT DEAR AND HONOURED FRIEND, 

To speak ^^the Gospel of 
God with much contention/^ was Paul's 
office in the midst of gMnsayers, scoffers, 
and other enemies to, the cross of Christ; 
and such also had been that of Jeremiah 
when, constrained by the Spirit of Truth, 
he warned his nation of coming judgments, 
showing God's people their transgressions, 
and the house of Jacob their sins. Even 
so has the Lord seen fit to make you ^^a 
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man of contentions/^ a Watchman who, 
seeing the sword coming, will not be si- 
lenced by any considerations of carnal 
policy or of personal comfort and advan- 
tage — a sore troubler of those who are at 
ease in Zion now, while the enemy both 
thunders openly at her gates, and privily 
digs the secret mine beneath her foimda- 
tions. Many a slumbering Christian it has 
been your privilege to rouse, many a naked 
one to arm in the common cause : through 
your teaching many a coward has waxed 
valiant in fight, and not a few deserters, 
arrested and shamed, have returned to their 
post. Do I praise you for this ? No ; if I 
did you would surely rebuke me, avowing 
yourself an unprofitable servant, doing but 
that which you are commanded of God, and 
sworn at your ordination to do* But I 
desire to glorify His grace who has made 
you faithful in the ministry ; and I grieve 
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at your manifest pre-eminence over many 
brethren in this our day, of whom God and 
the Church require that they should not so 
lag behind ; and I would most gratefully 
acknowledge that so far as in my own very 
humble sphere I have been enabled to 
labour in the same great and righteous 
cause, your example has quickened no less 
than your brotherly kindness has cheered 
me, during the thirteen years in which 
it has been my privilege to enjoy your 
friendship. 

" The Priest's Ups should keep know- 
ledge ;'' and surely he in whose heart is laid 
up the Gospel treasure, that he may as a 
faithful and wise steward dispense, and as a 
good workman rightly divide, the word of 
truth among his people, ought to bring forth 
such portions of it as the Holy Spirit has 
specially provided in reference to these fear- 
ful times — this dawning of the great day of 
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wrath. The conviction that greater advantage 
is given to the enemy by overlooking this 
branch of the ministerial office than in almost 
any other way^ led to an attempt to stir up 
Christian parents for the home prosecution 
of a duty too much neglected in the pulpits 
of the land* I believe^ and because I be- 
lieve therefore wiU I speak it^ that con- 
troversy is now become an indispensable 
branch of Christian education^ seeing to 
what dangers the children of our people are 
exposed even within the social circle of 
private life : how much more in the com- 
paratively unguarded range of schools, over- 
run with Romish teachers, and over-stocked 
with Romish books ; — and oh ! how pre- 
eminently so, when sent forth to a foreign 
clime, there to inhale an atmosphere impreg- 
nated with the insidious poison of Popery ! 
I might add that in the very sanctuary 
where they worship, and where their fathers 
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for generations past have enjoyed the bless- 
ings of a purely Protestant ritual^ danger 
now frequently lurks; a heterodox pulpit 
giving the lie to the orthodox desk ; and the 
modest communion-table lapsing back into 
an altar fitted for idolatrous service. Dan- 
gers thicken around us: without are fight- 
ings^ within are fears : may it be our daily 
study so to build ourselves up on our 
most holy faith^ that neither the blustering 
storm roaring above nor the insidious flood 
stealing on us from beneath may shake our 
habitation^ fixed on the immutable^ ever- 
lasting Rock ! 

To you, my dear and honoured friend, I 
tender thanks, in the name of many who 
are reaping the benefit of your zealous 
labours; and who, like me, lifl up their 
hearts in prayer to God for you, that you 
may be made faithful unto death : or, if it be 
the Lord^s wiU that you tarry till Hb come 
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(for surely he will now come quickly !) you 
may be found watching, working, warring 
for Him, and reap abundantly the blessing 
laid up for the servant whom his Lord shall 
find so doing ! 

With much respect and affection, I am 

Your Friend, 

And Servant in Christ, 

CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH. 



BLACKHEATH, 
Marcht 1841. 
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^ How beautiful is the close of an Autumnal 
day ? said Mrs. Roberts to her young family, 
who were assembled in the large bow-win- 
dow of the drawing-room, where their mother 
had taken her work. It was a favourite seat ; 
and no wonder, for it commanded a most 
lovely prospect at all times ; more especially 
at the season of the year to which she 
alluded. It was in September, and the 
large clusters of dark purple grapes, resting 
against the panes of glass on either side of 
that broad window, brought these beautiful 

B 
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treasures of Autumn so close^ that they must 
needs look through them to survey the many 
others that were spread around. Ripe apples 
and juicy pears bent the boughs with their 
weight ; some late mulberries sprinkled with 
black the fine old tree to the right, while on 
the left the broad leaves of the walnuts, with 
their slight tinge of bronze, showed to advan- 
tage the profusion of fruit, in its green en- 
velope. This again was relieved by that 
graceful tree the barberry, with its slender 
branches thickly fringed by long berries, from 
a greenish yellow to the brightest red, accord- 
ing to their position towards the south or 
otherwise. The dahlias were in full beauty, 
intermixed with a few large sun-flowers, bear- 
ing their tall heads to the height of young 
trees ; while a very rich variety of china- 
asters, and other seasonable flowers, carried 
the beautiful painting, as it were, down to 
the soft cool green of the sloping lawn which 
they decorated. Here and there, a few yel- 
low leaves gave indication that it was indeed 
Autumn, and to be next succeeded by the 
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season of bare stems and denuded branches* 
This added a peculiar interest to what was 
in itself so lovely ; for our possessions never 
seem so precious to us as when we are on 
the point of losing them. 

Mrs. Roberts' remark had drawn her 
children around her ; for they delighted in 
listening to their dear Mamma':B instructions ; 
and she was enabled so to order her discourse 
that very little passed her lips which was 
not instructive to all who heard it. Very 
young people do not look out upon the 
changeful seasons with such interest as those 
do who, for a longer course of years have 
experienced the goodness of God directing 
the events of their life ; and who can trace 
in every varying aspect (rf creeM^ion some re- 
cord of past mercies, some pledge of future 
love. They do not, generally^ so much lay 
to heart the affecting truth that ^^ We all do 
fade as a leaf,^' nor dwell on the reproof that 
a tree loaded with rich fruit ought to convey 
to us, who, if we be followers of Christ, are 
trees of the Lord's planting, and should 
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surely abound much more in the fruit whereby 
He is glorified. Yet young people oughi 
to reflect on these things^ and they might 
escape many a painful stroke^ in after years, 
if they would apply their hearts to learn the 
lesson while it is set before them in such 
soft and lovely characters as are formed by 
the beauties of creation. 

The house where Mrs. Roberts dwelt was 
situated in a very mountainous part of the 
country, and stood, in fact, half-way up an 
extremely high hill ; so that, in viewing it 
from the plain below, you would almost 
wonder how you were to ride to such a place. 
The ascent was, however, so gradual — ^the 
winding road being interspersed with here 
a church and there a good farm-house, or 
cluster of neat cottages, with fine corn-fields 
wherever you looked, and little groves cloth- 
ing the steeper places which the plough could 
not well pass over — ^thatwhen you had reached 
the gate of Mrs. Roberts' abode, it was not 
easy to persuade yourself that you had tra- 
velled to the spot which looked almost 
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inaccessible half an hour before. However, 
on one side of the house, there was a very 
steep descent, and behind it the hill rose so 
abruptly, that it fully accounted for the ap- 
pearance of the mansion, from a distance, 
as if perched on a little ledge in the side 
of a mountain. 

I cannot tell you how beautiful was the 
prospect from the bow-window. The trees 
and shrubs that I have described grew on the 
sides of the garden, and round towards the 
back of the house ; but in front of this win- 
dow the lawn opened, with a gradual slope, 
and was bounded by a fence, concealed be- 
hind low flowering shrubs. The nearest ob- 
ject that you saw over this, from the win- 
dow, was a river, in reahty several miles off, 
which ran glittering Hke a silver thread 
through the valley beneath ; and beyond it 
there arose a magnificent mountain, skirted 
with woods around its base, and dotted with 
faims and dwellings, rendered quite distinct 
by the sunshine that fell on them in a fine 
clear evening. 
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^Autumn is beautiful in every place^ 
Mamma/ said Jane^ the eldest girl; ^and 
our place is beautiful at all seasons^ is it not ?' 

^It is prettiest in Springs though/ said 
little Philip^ ^when the daisies come out on 
the grass, and we can gather primroses from 
the bank, and watch for the May-blossoms 
on the hedge. Oh, it is yery nice to see the 
trees growing green again, after .looking 
black all the Winter V 

*Yes, brother,^ remarked Sarah; ^but I 
am sure nothing can be so lovely as the 
quantities of roses that come out in Sum- 
mer ; and the sight of the haymakers over at 
the mountain's foot, when Papa lets us look 
through the telescope. I am all for Summer/ 

^ And I for Winter,' cried Frederick, rub- 
bing his hands. ^ Give me a good hard frosty 
and plenty of snow, a smooth slide and a 
good balling, and you may take all the green 
leaves, all the roses, daisies, and haystacks 
for yourselves.' 

^ And all the fruit, brother P asked Jane^ 
smiling. 
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^Why, no: I don't give up my chance 
of that/ replied Frederick^ looking at the 
grapes : ^ We were only talking of scenery, 
you know : and as I confess that sliding and 
snow-balling have very little to do with that, 
I must make out something in favour of 
Wmter scenery. What can be finer. 
Mamma, than to see the masses of snow 
lying upon the branches of our old oaks, and 
making them look Uke huge trees of white 
poral ? — the beautiful contrast of those dark 
evergreens, peeping from xmder their snowy 
load — the red holly-berries, as precious as 
rabies, when nothing else of a gay colour is 
to be seen ; and the grand appearance of the 
mountain yonder, broken into patches of 
black and white* Ay, and when your favourite 
vine here shows nothing but a parcel of dead 
sticks against the window, only think how I 
admire ]:he green ivy, that always makes my 
little casement as snug as a bird's nest. The 
birds too, by the way, though it is pleasant 
enough to hear them sing from the tree tops, 
Fm sure it is more delightful to see them 
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come hopping about us^ begging for crumbs^ 
and then to have them chirping their thanks 
from the bare bushes, with a good meal in 
their dear little crops.' 

^ Frederick is right/ exclaimed little PhiL 
^ Winter is the best season/ 

^ I have not done/ said Frederick. * The 
finest thing of all is a storm in Winter, 
when the wind comes howHng along, rock- 
ing every thing by its force; or moaning 
away, all night, among the leafless branches : 
or driving the large flakes in mighty driflbs 
against one side of every object, till they 
tumble off by their own weight : then, out 
breaks the sun, and sets every thing spark- 
ling like a world full of diamonds. Oh, 
there is nothing so grand as Winter !' 

Nobody contradicted Fred. He was the 
eldest of the family, and dearly loved by all; 
and in the present instance he had outdone 
every body in the energy of his descriptions, 
the result of a warm imagination, and great 
strength of feeling. His mother remarked 
a taste for the sublime, in the character of 
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her boy, and was aware that it might be 
perverted into a dangerous course of reading 
or contemplation: she therefore sought to 
direct it aright, rather than to repress it^ 
and accustomed him to dwell upon the gran- 
deurs of inspiration, where there is abundant 
room for the loftiest mind to expand and to 
soar; not in the high imaginations that exalt 
themselves against Christ, but in those which 
tend to deeper self-abasement in viewing 
the glories of Omnipotence through the 
medium of the gospel. 

^I have sometimes thought,' said Mrs* 
Roberts, ^that our favourite mountain bears 
a resemblance to that where Elijah met the 
Priests of Baal, while the great multitude 
covered its sides, and surrounded its base, 
to witness the decision of that awful trial 
to which their idolatrous revolt from the 
true God had induced the Prophet to invite 
them/ 

^Oh do. Mamma, do let us read that 
splendid chapter,' cried Frederick. 'I am 
sure I have known it by heart almost ever 
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since I can remember; but every time I 
repeat or read it^ I find it new to me/ 
Jane ran for her Mammals large Bible^ 
and the children for their smaller ones; 
while Fred, drew the little table before Mrs* 
Roberts^ and said^ ^Now we can see the 
mountain, Mamma, and imagme the whole 
scene.' 

' But imagining it, or eren witnessing it, 
my love, would not render it profitable to 
our souls, without a special blessing on 
the contemplation : therefore, let us pray/ 
She did so; and with sobered looks the 
little party commenced their delightful 
study. 

^Is it not strange. Mamma;' said Jane 
after they had read the chapter, ^that the 
Israelites should have been so ready to fall 
into idolatry?' 

'It is both strange and instructive, my 
dear: it proves how desperately averse is 
the heart of man to spiritual worship. The 
people of Israel were frequently beholding 
some visible manifestation of God's miracle- 



FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH. H 

working power^ compassionately vouchsafed 
to them, as the written word of divine in- 
spiration is to us, for the confirming of their 
faith. They had also in EUjah's time, the 
five books of Moses, attesting what their 
fathers had seen, and setting forth, in most 
awful language, the sin and the sure pimish- 
ment of idolatry. Yet we find them ever 
relapsing into it, and making to themselves 
gods after the example of those very heathen 
whom they were commissioned of God to 
destroy, expressly on account of this sin. 
There we see that no external privileges, 
however great, no knowledge, however clear, 
can withhold men from the path of destruc- 
tion. At the very time when their halting 
between two opinions called for this extra- 
ordinary display, the land had been parched 
by nearly three years of drought, during 
which no drop of rain had fallen, according 
to the prediction of Elijah, the Prophet of 
the Lord. A circumstance that ought, in 
itself, to have convinced the most doubting 
Israelite who was the God.' 
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^Ahab seems to have been very angry 
with Elijah/ remarked Philip. 

^Yes; ^*The wicked plotteth against the 
just^ and gnasheth upon him with his teeth/' 
Ahab accused Elijah of having occasioned 
the troubles of Israel^ because by him the 
Lord had made known His indignation^ and 
declared in what manner He would visit 
their offences: while in reality, it was the 
sinful example of Ahab and his house^ se- 
ducing the people into sin, that troubled 
Israel. Elijah's prayer prevailed to shut up 
the heavens, because Israel's transgression 
had separated between them and God. It 
appears that the people were by no means 
decided on establishing the worship of Baal 
in the extent that Ahab desired : there were 
seven thousand among them who had never 
rendered him even the semblance of idola- 
trous homage : their knees had never bowed 
before the false god, nor had their mouths 
kissed him. These were the stedfast con- 
fessors of a pure faith: unflinching pro- 
testors against the national sin. We may 
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suppose also that many others secretly de- 
spised the senseless abomination to which 
they, nevertheless, from base and worldly 
motives, yielded an outward reverence. The 
great bulk of the people seem to have been 
utterly indifferent as to who or what they 
worshipped. Infidels in heart, and latitudi- 
narians in practice/ 

^ What is a latitudinarian, Mamma?' asked 
little Sarah. 

^ A person, my dear, who pretends to be 
very liberal in his opinions, regarding with 
equal favour, all religions or none. I have 
heard of people, even in our day, who have 
not scrupled to say that a man is no more 
accountable for the religion that he pro- 
fesses than for the colour of the coat which 
he wears. In plain English, that it is of 
no more consequence whether a man be a 
Christian, a Turk, or an Atheist, than 
whether his clothes be blue, black, or green.' 

^Oh, that is very shocking!' exclaimed 
the children, and Jane added, ^The Bible 
tells us that there is no other name imder 
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heaven given among men^ whereby they 
can be saved^ but that of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. How then can any body who has 
seen the Bible^ doubt the necessity of being 
a Christian?^ 

^Alas, Jane/ replied her mother^ ^seeing 
the Bible^ and believing the Bible are dif- 
ferent things. Remember the stem rebuke 
that Stephen gave the Jews^ who^ as he 
told them^ had received the law by the dis« 
position of angels^ and had not kept it. 
We have received not only the law, which 
the Jews had I^y the disposition, or dispen- 
sation, of angels, but the gospel also, by 
the teaching of God himself, made manifest 
in mortal flesh. And if, as St. Paul says, 
^^ If the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompence of reward ; how 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him?^^ And 
again, ^^ He that despised Moses' law, died 
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without mercy, under two or three witnesses: 
of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of Grace?''' 

'They are awful passages. Mamma,' said 
Frederick* 'I hope I shall never be a 
latitudinarian.' 

'I pray that you never may be so, my 
dear boy : and I exhort you to watch against 
the first step to such a perilous state, by 
bringing every thing that you hear, or read, 
or think, to the standard of God's word, 
rejecting whatever appears, even in the 
slightest degree, inconsistent with it. Our 
dear Jane has overthrown, with a single 
verse of the New Testament, the whole false 
and dangerous system that I was describing.' 

'I understand now,' said Sarah, 'what 
Mamma meant by saying that a great many 
of the Israelites were latitudinarians. They 
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thought it signified as little whether they 
worshipped God or Baal^ as whether their 
clothes were red or blue/ 

^Yes, my love: and this is the worst 
state that a people can be brought into. A 
man who is in earnest in a wrong religion^ 
will become alarmed when you prove to 
him that his hope is a delusion^ and will 
probably seek for a better support^ when 
his false prop is taken away : but those who 
care nothing about the matter^ who think 
one mode of faith as good as another^ will 
be equally content with no faith at all. A 
nation of latitudinarians, or liberals, as 
some call it, is in the high road to become 
a nation of Atheists. Now Elijah knew the 
danger of this state; and he prepared, 
under the Lord's merciful guidance, to bring 
the matter to such a test as should at once 
convince and rouse the people. After his 
bold declaration to the wicked Ahab, that 
he and his father's house were the real 
troublers of Israel, he briefly desires him to 
gather all Israel to Mount Carmel, with 
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Baal's four hundred and fifty prophets^ and 
the four hundred prophets of the groves — 
another forbidden form of worship/ 

^Ahab seems to have set about it very 
willingly/ remarked Fred. ^I dare say he 
thought Elijah would soon be put down by 
such a host of enemies/ 

^Probably he did: he might reckon on 
the deeply-rooted hatred of the zealous 
idolaters against the Prophet of Jehovah^ 
and on the resentment of the people in 
general^ who were doubtless taught to con- 
sider EUjah as the malicious author of all 
their afflictions. However that might be^ 
the Lord constrained him to yield a ready 
obedience to the command^ and we come to 
the astonishing spectacle of the dauntless 
man of God^ addressing in the language 
of abrupt and stem rebuke the immense 
multitude of his prejudiced and exasperated 
countrymen.' 

^Stop, Mamma,' said Frederick: ^ let me 
think a little about it. How grand must 
have been the sight! There^ upon the 

c 
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Qiountain stood the great company of Baal's 
prophets^ clad^ of course^ in their most 
pompous vestments^ and so disposed as to 
show off to advantage their numbers — ^four 
hundred and fifty men, well-placed, would 
cover a good deal of ground. Near them, 
and in their proudest display, no doubt, 
were the four hundred prophets of the 
groves: oh what a mighty host of false 
teachers, bent on leading the poor people 
astray! Then there was Ahab, surrounded 
by his armed warriors, and courtiers glitter* 
ing in gems under the bright morning sun. 
Plumage waving, banners floating, weapons 
flashing, and the angry, scornful looks of 
the warriors, enraged, I dare say, that, with 
all their might, they could not overcome 
one poor solitary Prophet, who held the 
whole land in bondage under that withering 
drought/ 

*Was Jezebel there?* asked Philip. 

'No, we find by the next chapter, that 
Bhe was in Jezreel. But only think, Phil, 
what an immense multitude, even ^'all 
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Israel/^ was thronging the sides of the 
mountain^ down to its very base. There 
were trees upon it. Mamma, were there not?' 
* Yes, my dear : I believe it was beauti- 
fiilly shaded with almond, and other fra- 
grant trees; and under these we may sup- 
pose the aged, the weak, and infirm were 
stationed; while the open places were 
thronged with vigorous men, every eye bent 
on tlie company that occupied the higher 
ground. How interesting a moment to 
the feithfol worshippers of Jehovah, who, 
scattered up and down, among that immense 
company, were perhaps, in no way to be 
distinguished from their guilty countrymen 
by the eye of man. To the Lord each one 
of them was known : he had marked their 
secret tears, and numbered the sighs wrung 
from them, when his holy name was blas- 
phemed t and now he graciously beheld the 
prayerful attitude of their hearts, which beat 
high with confident expectation that their 
God would make manifest his glory, and 
indicate his insulted might/ 
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' * Don't you think they were at all afraid. 
Mamma ? ^ 

^ Indeed, I do not, Frederick. They had 
abundant proofs of Elijah's divine mission, 
and could not suppose that a man acting 
under direct inspiration would do any thing 
rashly, or in vain. They honoured the Pro- 
phet of the Lord, but looked beyond the 
individual to the Mighty One at whose 
bidding and in whose strength all was done. 
The question was not between Baal's pro- 
phets and Ehjah, but between a senseless 
idol and the living God. No sincere believer 
could entertain any doubt; Unless through 
a deep sense of individual and national guilt, 
they might apprehend that the Lord would 
"break out upon the people," and consume 
them in a moment. This would impart 
fervency to their intercession, and add to 
the intense interest of the scene before 
them.' 

^Were all the rest idolaters. Mamma?' 
asked Jane. 

* No, my dear : they were most of them 
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halting, as Elijah expressed it, between two 
opinions. As I before told you, there were 
a vast number of those who considered it 
immaterial who or what they worshipped, 
and were consequently ready to profess the 
religion that best suited their present in- 
terests. Baal was acknowledged at Court ; 
therefore he could not fail to have many 
followers among these people : but they held 
their faith so loosely as to be ready to turn 
at any change. Others were indeed blinded 
by the foolishness of their deceived hearts, 
and rendered real homage to the idol. We 
may readily suppose that the greater part of 
the young people, having been brought up 
in ignorance of the true God, and seeing 
idolatry openly practised, and patronized, 
were of this number. Probably the strongest 
feeling that pervaded the multitude was an 
anxious hope that, by some means or other, 
they should obtain rain. They were reduced 
to such desperate straits, from long want 
of it, that you know the king had just before 
set out on an expedition, dividing the land 
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between himself and Obadiah^ that they 
might search beside every fountain and brook 
for a little grass, to save the remnant of their 
horses and mules alive. It was not a mere 
spectacle that the people were assembled to 
behold ; it was, to them, a hope of that suc- 
cour without which they must all shortly 
perish in a miserable manner. It was well 
known that EUjah had inflicted this sore 
punishment on the land : and they could not 
but expect that some change would take place 
in their circumstances, when he summoned 
aU Israel to meet him on Mount Carmel.^ 

* What breathless anxiety they must have 
been in P said Frederick. ^ Surely, however 
indifferent they were as to religion, there 
could not be one careless face on Carmel 
that day.^ 

^ Oh no : the most part of them must 
have had families or friends nearly dying, at 
home, under the famine: their ^* fig-trees 
did not blossom, neither was there fruit in 
the vines ; the labour of the olive failed, and 
the fields yielded no meat : the flock was cut 
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off firom the fold^ and there was no herd in 
the stalls/^ All was ruin around them ; and 
they had forsaken Him who alone could de« 
liver them out of their distresses. No^ there 
were no careless faces on Carmel that day^ 
but visages pale with famine^ and brows 
dark with despair ; and when Elijah stood 
forth on the mountain to address them, we 
may conceive how eagerly they listened to 
catch every word that he should utter.' 

^ How bold, how abrupt, how startling his 
words were. Mamma !' said Frederick. ^He 
neither compliments nor upbraids them, but 
comes to the point at once — ^^ How long halt 
ye between two opinions ? If the Lord be 
God follow him : but if Baal, then follow 
him.'' They had not a word to answer.' 

* I dare say,' said Jane, * they would very 
gladly have followed any God who could 
send them rain, without much caring who it 
was.' 

^I agree with you, Jane,' remarked her 
Mamma; ^and Matthew Henry, in his valu* 
able Commentary, has a striking passage on 
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that point. He says^ ^^ Elijah does not say^ 
The God that answers by water^ though that 
was the thing the country needed^ but that 
answers by fire^ let him be God : because 
the atonement was to be made by sacrifice^ 
before the judgment could be removed in 
mercy. The God, therefore, that has power 
to pardon sin, and to signify it by consuming 
the sin-offering, must needs be the God that 
can relieve us against the calamity. He that 
can give fire, can give rain.'^ Here, my dear 
children, as in every part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, we have the Gospel preached unto us. 
But to return to Elijah^s address : he pro- 
ceeded to remind them that he stood alone 
against four hundred and fifty false prophets, 
and demanded the trial — that each party 
should have a bullock given for sacrifice, and 
each call upon the object of his own worship, 
to send fire from heaven, to consume the 
offering. The people agreed to this, and to 
acknowledge as God, he who should answer 
the call.^ 

^It seems remarkable,' said Frederick, 
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^ that Elijah should have challenged them so 
completely on their own ground. Baal was 
the sun^ I think^ Mamma ; and that being 
the source of Ught and heat, fire was the very 
thing that Baal might have been e2q>ected 
to give/ 

* Yes ; the Lord delights to show the no- 
thingness of idols. You remember that^ 
when He would so mightily deliver Israel^ 
and overthrow the Egyptians in the Red Sea^ 
He commanded them to encamp right over 
against Baal-Zephon, that the honour which 
he purposed to get himself upon Pharoah 
and his host might be immediately before 
the grand temple of their idol Baal; to 
whom^ no doubt, the wretched Egyptians 
cried aloud for deliverance, as they sank like 
lead in the mighty waters.^ 

^ And oh. Mamma, how shocking to think 
that it was the posterity of those rescued 
Israelites who now needed a proof that Je* 
hovah, not Baal, was the God ! Elijah must 
have been anxious enough to give it : yet he 
let the false god have the first trial. Now 
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they brought the bullock. Poor creature! 
made subject to yanity, but not willingly^ as 
you know St. Paul says in the eighth chapter 
of Romans. I often think of that, when I 
see the animals employed in helping to break 
the Sabbath, and to do other evil things* 
Oh, those stupid people not to know that 
the bullock was Jehovah's, who says, ^^ mine 
are the cattle upon a thousand hills.'' Well, 
the bullock was slain, and laid in order upon 
the altar, and the sun looked brightly down 
upon the sacrifice offered to him, knowing 
as little about it as the poor dead beast could 
do. They began in the morning, and I sup* 
pose, as the day grew hotter, they had better 
hopes of the sun setting fire to his bullock* 
Oh, Mamma, who can wonder that Elijah, 
in the midst of his anger, grief, and jealousy 
for the honour of his God, should have 
mocked their monstrous folly ! Is it possi- 
ble that they could really believe their prayer 
would be heard and answered by Baal ?' 

^I don't know, my dear: they seem to 
have been very much in earnest. When 
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men have yielded themselves to a false faith^ 
God sometimes sends them such strong de- 
lusion that they believe the lie which they 
teach/ 

* Why did Baal^s prophets cut themselves 
with knives ?^ asked Sarah. 

^ In the madness of disappointment^ I 
suppose^ my dear ; added to a hope of ex- 
citing compassion^ and perhaps of propi- 
tiating their false god. You know^ the 
Apostle tells us^ '^ the things that the Gen- 
tiles sacrifice^ they sacrifice unto devils.*' 
All idolatrous religions are cruel : and the 
most dreadful barbarities are practised to 
gain the favour of idols. Human sacrifices 
are frequently offered to them as being more 
acceptable than those of beasts. Idolatry 
and cruelty are never far separated.' 

^I suppose/ said Frederick, 'one thing 
that made BaaPs prophets so vehement was 
the fear of seeing their religion put down ; 
and themselves turned out of their high 
places.' 

'Worse than that, brother/ said Sarah, 
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^for you know that by the law of Moses 
idolaters were to be put to death ; and the 
prophets knew that if the people were 
brought back to the true faith^ they must 
be destroyed — as indeed they were. You 
cannot wonder that men whose very lives 
were at stake should have been so anxious 
about the matter/ 

^Elijah seems to have borne very long 
with them/ remarked Philip. 

^He waited^ brother^ I dare say, till the 
going down of the sun should show how 
completely their helpless god had forsaken 
them, being compelled to withdraw from 
the scene. And now, towards sun-set, 
what a work was beginning ! The priests 
of Baal, exhausted with jumping about, 
yelling, and shedding their blood, would 
be still about their altar ; casting, perhaps, 
now and then an anxious look towards 
it, to see, if perchance a spark of fire was 
rising. Then Elijah, who had been quietly 
looking on, called out to the people, 
^^ Come near unto me.** Oh, Mamma, 
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how sweet a sound was that to the secret 
worshippers of the Lord! They surely 
drew near in faith^ confident that their 
God was about to do great things for 
them/ 

^ And the rest/ said Mrs. Roberts^ ^ came 
near with awe and apprehension^ I should 
think. The spectacle that they had beheld 
was enough to make them feel the dreadful 
sin that they had been guilty of^ in placing 
themselves under the guidance of men whose 
gods were no gods^ and their worship a 
mockery. No doubt, they were heartily 
weary of standing all day to witness this trial 
of the sun^s divinity, while all the power he 
really possessed was exerted to scorch them 
with his fiery rays. And they must have 
been in secret dread that a judgment, such 
as had often fallen upon their fathers, was 
about to overwhelm them in sudden des* 
truction. How many eyes were following 
ihe movements of Elijah as he bore the 
twelve stones, typical of their twelve tribes, 
and formed an altar to that name which they 
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had so grievously dishonoured ! After all 
the noise made by the shouts and exclama- 
tions of four hundred and fifty men, the still- 
ness must have been very solemn. The 
long shadows falling from the trees^ the cool 
breath of evening beginning to refresh the 
panting multitude, and every thing tend- 
ing to prepare their minds for what was 
to follow. Elijah's altar was soon <5om- 
pleted^ and the bidlock brought to be 
oflfered up.' 

^ Don't you think, Mamma/ said Frederick, 
with sparkling eyes, ^ that the hearts of the 
people began to melt within them, when 
they saw the animal brought for sacrifice, 
according to the rites of their own holy 
faith ? Pm sure mine wotild.^ 

^ At any rate, my love, it was so with the 
seven thousand believers, of whom Elijah 
knew nothing, but whose hearts were right 
with God. They, by faith, understood what 
Matthew Henry alludes to, the necessity of 
an atoning sacrifice ; and they looked through 
the shadow to the divine substance, believing 
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on Him who was yet to come, I can partly 
imagine with what feelings these beheld 
the bullock dressed and laid in order upon 
the altar^ while they looked for the imme- 
diate token of acceptance^ according to Eli- 
jah's word/ 

^ Mamma/ said Sarah, ^as the drought 
was so great, where did they get that large 
quantity of water that Elijah bade them pour 
over his altar ?* 

^ Mount Carmel, my dear, overhangs the 
sea, and I dare say the people used salt- 
water for every purpose that they could put 
it to. Probably they brought it on this oc- 
casion/ 

^ What a strange sight i' observed Frede- 
rick. ' The altar running down with water 
on every side, the meat soaked, the trench 
filled, and every thing dripping with the ele- 
ment most opposed to fire« It was a grand 
miracle, indeed ; and showed Elijah's faith 
to be wonderfully strong. I can fancy that 
I see him, standing by, quiet and collected, 
directing the work, while the people pressed 



32 FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH; 

closer and closer to see what all this would 
come to. How that wicked Ahab must have 
trembled at the greatness of the man whom 
he had hunted and persecuted! Indeed^ 
Mamma^ I think Elijah^s situation was one 
of the highest that ever any man attained to/ 
' We are led to conclude that it was/ re- 
plied his Mother, * by finding in how extra- 
ordinary a manner he was afterwards trans- 
lated without seeing death : and we also find 
him with Moses, at the transfiguration on 
the Mount. Elijah's character is singularly 
fine : he was chosen to bear a testimony 
against a whole nation, powerful, and exas- 
perated : and we may admire the intrepidity 
of his conduct, taking care to render all 
glory to Him who gave such grace unto Hia 
servant. How calm, and how solemn was 
his prayer ! Appealing to the Lord God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, he brought 
before the people their iniquitous revolt from 
their fathers' God ; and sweetly he declares 
the purpose of his prayer for his rebellious 
countrymens' sakes. *^ Hear me, O Lord^ 
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hear me^ that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord Ood^ and that thou hast 
turned their hearts back again/' ' 

*And then/ said Frederick, 'then came 
the answer. Not from the sun^ which was 
far oflF in the west ; but from the clear sky 
above their heads^ the people saw the bril- 
liant flame descending in a living stream, 
right to the altar. They saw the sacrifice 
smoke, and consume away: they saw the 
flre run along, lick up the water, and wrap 
the whole spot in one splendid blaze ; they 
saw that blaze part, and found that the 
stones and dust had been burnt up like 
brushwood, leaving nothing but the hollow 
earth, more parched and dry than before 
Elijah had ordered it to be deluged with 
water. What a tremendous shout must that 
have been, when all the people fell on their 
faces, acknowledging *' The Lord, he is the 
God ; the Lord, he is the God/^ Oh, what 
a glad sound in the ears of faithful Elijah, 
what a terrible knell in those of Baal's pro- 
phets, and malicious Ahab !' 
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^ Elijah seems to have taken all the power 
into his own hands/ said Jane. ^ He asks 
leave of no one, but orders the false prophets 
to be secured, and puts them to death at once/ 

' That was according to the law of Israel/ 
remarked Mrs. Roberts. ^We have to be 
thankful, that no such law is known under 
the mild dispensation of the Gospel. Per- 
secution, even to death, is indeed maintained 
as a duty in that part of the nominal Chris- 
tian Church which has apostatized from the 
true faith: but elsewhere it is unknown. 
The Jewish law was, necessarily, severe: 
the law of Christ is all love. The sacrifice 
on Carmel ended in the slaughter of God^s 
enemies : that on Calvary invites them to 
turn and live.* 

^ The people seem to have submitted 
themselves at once to Elijah's authority/ 
observed Jane, ^and to have become the 
executioners of BaaPs prophets without any 
hesitation. I wonder they were not afraid 
that Ahab and his warriors should interpose 
to save them.' 
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' You make a distinction^ Jane^ that is not 
warranted/ said Frederick. ^ By the people 
we must understand all Israel^ including 
warriors, nobles, princes, the whole seed of 
Abraham, God^s chosen. When Elijah ad- 
dressed them, or alluded to them, as ^^ this 
people,'^ we must not suppose he merely 
meant the populace, as we sometimes do : 
no, '^this people^^ included the highest with 
the lowest, the mighty nation of whom God 
says, *^ This people have I formed for my- 
self, and they shall show forth my praise.^ ^ 
In fact, the men of Israel seem to have been 
all warriors, though of course Ahab had his 
regular army, with their captains, and their 
chariots, their horsemen and footmen, their 
strong armour and keen weapons of war, 
arrayed about him. The beauty of it is 
to think how these had their hearts turned 
back to the Lord, so that the very 
means used to over -awe the unarmed 
people, to threaten Elijah, and to defend 
JezebePs false prophets, became at once 
the means of executing right judgment 
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and of re-establishing a pure faith in the 
land.' 

^ It must have been a terrible sight to 
BaaPs prophets when the armed men ad- 
vanced to hem them in, and cut oflF their 
escape/ 

^ Awfid indeed, was that moment of divine 
retribution/ observed Mrs. Roberts, ^when 
the people whom they had so wickedly mis-* 
led were commanded by Elijah, in the name 
of the Lord who had just put a miracidous 
seal to his mission, to ^^ take them alive.'' 
Not in the moment of excitement, not in the 
outburst of a popular tumult, was the slaugh- 
ter made. It was by a judicial process that 
enticers to Idolatry were to be condemned 
and stoned. They were brought down from 
the mountain, as criminals doomed to suffer 
the penalty of a broken law ; and beside the 
dry channel of a stream which their iniquities 
had parched up, was the terrible scene com- 
pleted. We must be very careful, my dear 
children, when reading such relations, to 
bear in mind the peculiarities of the dispen- 
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sation under which they were performed. 
The Lord had chosen from among the whole 
human race one particular family ; and had 
separated them to Himself, to the express 
end that throughout all ages of the world 
they might be to Him a praise and a glory. 
^^ This people have I formed for myself, and 
they shall show forth my praise/' After 
such a series of mighty and wonderful de- 
liverances as the mind can scarcely grasp, 
he brought them to a land polluted by its 
idolatrous inhabitants beyond the limit of 
God's long-suflFering patience. To Abraham 
the Lord had said, "The iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full.'' And great as 
were their provocations. He yet bare with 
them above four hundred and sixty years 
before Joshua marched the hosts upon their 
forfeited land. Foreseeing the snares that 
would surround his people among a race so 
wholly given to idolatry, the Lord made 
them the executioners of the doomed nations, 
placing in their hands the sword of justice, 
instead of taking away the offenders by pes- 
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tilence, famine^ or any other of the messen- 
gers of destruction that wait upon his beck. 
Imagination can scarcely conceive that a 
public executioner who has just, amid all the 
awful ceremonies of the law, launched the 
felon into eternity, should immediately go 
and commit in broad daylight the crime for 
which he suflFered. Yet such, precisely, was 
the case of Israel. They, by divine com- 
mand, put to death the Idolaters, whose 
offence was high treason against the Ma- 
jesty of Heaven ; and then, wilfully, pub- 
licly, shamelessly, adopted their treasonable 
crime.* 

^ And, therefore,' observed Frederick, * the 
same punishment befel them. The servant 
that knew his Lord's will and did it not, 
could not be expected to suffer fewer stripes 
than him who neither did it nor knew it.' 

'But, Mamma,' said Jane, 'we don't stone 
Idolaters now.' 

' No, my dear : God forbid ! The Jewish 
dispensation was a very awful and terrible 
one. The law that was given in thunderings 
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and lightnings^ clouds and darkness^ a voice 
that unassisted nature could not bear^ and a 
trumpet sound that caused the earth to 
tremble^ was a law of fear^ and penalties, 
and death. But in the fulness of time God 
visited man in a way wholly different from 
this: no longer, clad in the might of his 
dreadful majesty, he caused the mountains 
to smoke, the perpetual hills to bow, and 
man^s heart to melt away because of the fear- 
fulness of his glory ; but enshrouded in the 
tender flesh of a little infant, he pillowed the 
head of Deity in an obscure manger, and 
made known the stupendous event by the 
soft hymnings of an angelic host that fell on 
the ears of humble shepherds, amid the still- 
ness of night. Oh how lovely the contrast — 
how marvellous the grace ! The pealing 
thunders that rent Mount Sinai dying away 
into notes of melting melody, breathed from 
cherub lips ; the red glare of his lightning 
that wrapped this world in flame, concen- 
trated into one little twinkling star, that, 
gliding through the distant blue of heaven. 



40 FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH. 

silently led the Gentile worshippers to lay 
their peaceful offerings at a Babjr^s feet. 
No, my children, no dispensation of wrath 
was this : He who came into our world like 
showers upon the mown grass, who grew up 
as a tender plant among men, and finally 
humbled himself to death, even the death of 
the cross, came not to destroy men's lives, 
but to save. From that moment the method 
of God's dealings was changed, and man's 
commission "was likewise wholly reversed: 
wrath gave place to mercy, and the voice that 
uttered before its stern denunciations of ven- 
geance, now breathed only peace, and love, 
and gracious invitation. ^^The Spirit and 
the Bride say. Come. And let him that 
heareth say. Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." ^ 

^But Idolatry is not less displeasing to 
God now than it was in Elijah's time,' re- 
marked Frederick. ^The sin is just the 
49ame with regard to heathen nations, though 
.the Christian who goes among them must 



FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH. 41 

draw no sword but the Sword of the Spirit ; 
and^ like his Blessed Master^ seek those that 
are lost^ to guide their feet into the way of 
peace. If they will not turn, God, not we, 
must judge and punish them ; and as for 
Christian Idolaters' 

^ Christian Idolaters 1* exclaimed Jane. 

a confess it was a wrong word. Sister 5 
no Idolater can be a Christian, whatever he 
calls himself: " Christ can have no concord 
with Belial, the Temple of God no agree- 
ment with idols.*' When I said Christian, I 
only meant it in the same way in which 
those wicked prophets of Baal might be 
called Israelites.' 

* They were Israelites,* remarked Mrs. 
Roberts, ^ not as being descended from Is- 
rael, or Jacob : but because they belonged 
to the nation of Israel : no otherwise.' 

* They were descended from the man Is- 
rael, Mamma, surely ?' 

^ From the man Jacob, rather, my dear. 
Israel, which signifies a Prince, was a title 
conferred on Jacob because of his successful 
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wrestling with God for a spiritual blessing ; 
and it was secured to his posterity to the 
end of time^ as a distinguishing mark^ a 
pledge and earnest of the exaltation reserved 
for the Jew above all others. But the Is- 
raelite who fell into idolatry cut off his own 
soul from Israel; and brought himself under 
the excluding clause expressed by St. Paul, 
" All are not Israel that are of Israel.^' This 
high privilege of being numbered among the 
seed of Israel only deepened his fearful con- 
demnation : his brighter glory became a 
darker spot of shame. And thus it is with 
those who, baptized into a profession of 
Christianity, commit the deadly sin of idol 
worship, and write their own condemnation 
in the very record of the sanctuary.' 

^ But, Mamma, are there really such 
people ; and where do they live ?* 

^ They live in the midst of us, my dear ; 
many a time do they cross our path ; and I 
much fear that we who would look upon a 
known heathen with the deepest compassion, 
longing to set before him the hope of the 
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gospel, and to turn him from dumb idols to 
serve the living God, scarcely bestow a 
thought upon the more wretched condition 
of our neighbour, whose darkness is the 
greater because what is in him is compara- 
tive light. You remember the Scripture, 
Jane, to which I allude ?* 

' Yes, Mamma ; our Lord said, " If then 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how 
great is that darkness !" but I do not exactly 
understand who you are talking about/ 

* I do,* observed Sarah, who had hitherto 
remained a silent listener. ^ Mamma is 
thinking of the poor Romanists, who worship 
their little images, and pray to saints and the 
Virgin Mary, and put their trust in what a 
man can do to save their souls.* 

Jane coloured deeply : a look of displea- 
sure clouded her unusually bright counte- 
nance, and after a mementos struggle with 
some strong feeling, she emphatically said, 
* The Catholics do not worship idols, Sarah/ 

Frederick and his Mother gazed first at 
her, then at each other, in great astonish- 
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ment. Sarah's look expressed anxiety^ not 
unmixed with dread : she was a child of no 
ordinary character^ timid, reserved, and mis- 
trustful of herself in a high degree ; but, as 
is often the case under these appearances, 
possessed of mind and feeling beyond her 
years. Nothing that she read, nothing that 
she heard was lost upon her ; and often when 
two experienced Christians were involved in 
some doctrinal discourse where each, per*- 
haps, had so eagerly sought to establish his 
own system as to lose sight of what favoured 
his brother's, and even in a manner to 
wrest Scripture in support of some fa- 
vourite theory — a case too frequent in reli- 
gious society — little Sarah, who sat by with 
her meek eyes fixed on her work, could have 
enlightened both parties, and accurately 
trimmed the balance, the beautiful balance 
of divine revelation, which the roughness of 
their controversial touch had disturbed. She 
loved her Bible with almost an exclusive 
love : to all the instructions of her teachers 
she listened with dutiful attention, earnestly 
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striving to profit by them : but Sarah had 
found the word of God so precious to her 
own soul, its precepts so clear, its promises 
so rich, that its pages were to her a feast of 
fat things compared with the meagre diet of 
man^s best and holiest productions. Such 
characters exist among children, hidden like 
violets in the wood, though the sweet fra- 
grancy exhaled from their modest retreat con- 
vinces the passer-by that delicious flowers 
are there. She was greatly beloved, but 
somewhat overlooked in conversation, where 
her livelier Sister and Brothers always took 
a more conspicuous part. When Sarah did 
volunteer an observation, it proved that the 
subject under debate interested her uncom- 
monly. She had hung with breathless at- 
tention on the discourse of her Mother, fre- 
quently glancing from her face to the distant 
mountain, and sometimes raising her eyes, 
sparkling with the fire of a highly-wrought 
imagination, as she reaUzed the magnificent 
spectacle of Elijah^s holy triumph ; but when 
the conversation suddenly turned into a new 
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channel, when Jane's involuntary exclama- 
tion burst forth, and Frederick went on to 
explain his allusion, Sarah^s whole aspect 
became altered from an expression of the 
utmost enjoyment into that of painful solici- 
tude. This look was bent on her Sister; 
and the effort, the trepidation with which 
she had uttered her remark had at once 
struck Frederick. Jane's unlooked-for de- 
fence of the system which Sarah had no less 
unexpectedly denounced, occasioned a mo- 
mentary silence : it was broken by Mrs. 
Roberts. 

^ My dear Jane, what ground can you have 
for such an assertion respecting those whom 
you erroneously term Catholics ?' 

* I don't wish to say any thing that you can 
disapprove of, Mamma,^ she answered with 
evident embarrassment. *What you think 
right must be right, I know ; but Sarah is 
too young to be a judge over people much 
wiser and better than herself, and it vexes 
me to hear her uncharitable speeches. That 
is all.' 
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But Mrs. Roberts was convinced that was 
not all : the girPs excited manner, when 
contradicting the charge brought against the 
Romish system, and her present anxiety to 
avoid further inquiry, had startled her. Jane 
had been paying a long visit among friends 
who mixed more in general society than was 
expedient; and in several minor matters Mrs. 
Roberts had found erroneous impressions 
left on the mind of her child. Any thing, 
however, approaching to error on religious 
subjects she had neither seen nor suspected, 
knowing how sincerely pious and orthodox 
was the friend to whose especial care Jane 
had been confided. It now for the first time 
occurred to her that the scene of her late 
visit was distant but a few miles from the 
most extensive Popish establishment in Eng- 
land ; and a train of thought was awakened 
that made her shudder. Meanwhile Jane 
eagerly turned over the leaves of the Bible, 
and exclaimed, ^ Mamma, I want to go on 
with this delightful story of Elijah. After 
he had slain the priests of Baal, you see he 
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went up the mountain again^ and set his ser- 
vant to watch till he saw a little cloud no 
bigger than a man's hand rising : such a very 
little cloud as that^ I wonder he noticed it/ 

Mrs, Roberts sighed heavily ; for the re- 
mark had an application very painful to her 
just then. ^ The beginnings of great things^ 
my love, whether for evil or for good, are 
often like that little cloud, so small as to be 
over-looked without great and continued 
watchfulness on our part. However, in that 
climate such a cloud as EUjah's servant des- 
cried, rising from the horizon above the al- 
most imperceptible line of demarcation be- 
tween the sea and sky, is the usual precursor 
of great deluges of rain. Mount Carmel 
stands on the coast, and juts out an abrupt 
mass of its magnificent height directly over 
the sea. It was here Elijah took his seat, 
and the servant his stand, looking out upon 
the wide sheet of peaceful waters, reflecting 
no doubt the rich glow that lingers long 
after sunset on the expanse of a clear, un- 
clouded sky. Amid so much brightness the 
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dark speck must have appeared distinctly 
enough, and gladdened the soul of the pro- 
phet, who seems to have experienced some- 
what of the exhaustion natural to man's 
mind and body, after both had been so se- 
verely exercised.' 

' It is a grand picture,' said Frederick, 
' that rises before my mind. Mamma. I 
fancy the man of God, roughly clad no 
doubt, and wearing on his aspect tlie stern- 
ness that one must think accompanied his 
severe rebukes, and the awful sentence that he 
. had just pronounced and executed upon the 
idolatrous transgressors : I seem to behold the 
remains of that great scene which had been en- 
acted, scattered round him, Baal's altar, with 
its despised sacrifice still lying on it, stained 
with the blood of the infatuated prophets, 
whose knives, so madly employed to wound 
themselves, had been wrested away or thrown 
down in the final struggle — if indeed there 
was a struggle, which probably there was 
not, seeing how they must have been para- 
lyzed by terror and despair. Then, a little 
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way off^ the deep smoking excavation where 
the fire of the Lord had consumed even the 
very dust that lay beneath his own acknow-> 
ledged altar^ as if nothing connected with so 
holy a thing could abide within sight of the 
idolatrous pollution. Groups of Israelites^ I 
dare say^ lingered about the mountain^ watch- 
ing what the man of God would next do^ and 
looking in trembling hope for some token of 
the Lord's returning favour. The servant 
went to and fro seven times : how remarka- 
ble is the recurrence of that number seven 
in the Bible 1 ' 

^ It is indeed^ Frederick. Much has been 
said and written upon it^ but we never can 
know the depth of the mystery contained in 
that number^ until all mysteries shall be 
cleared up, so &r as the finite comprehen- 
sion of men and angels can receive them, in 
the clear light of that perfect revelation which 
we look for at the Coming of the Lord.' 

^ But every thing is profitable to us now, 
dear Mamma/ remarked Frederick; ^and 
though I am very ignorant of what God 
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has hidden under the mystic number seren, 
stilL it often teaches me a great lesson of 
patience, and perseverance, and faith. When 
I read of the compassing of Jericho every 
day for seven days, and seven times on the 
seventh day, with the sudden accompUsh- 
ment of God's promise in causing it to fall 
down at the appointed moment; and 
Naaman's seven dips in Jordan ; and these 
seven goings of the servant to look out 
for a cloud ; and other like things — I learn 
to wait God's time, while I ask his favour; 
and to labour as he bids me while I look 
to him alone for the fruit of my labour. It 
is a comfortable feeling, Mamma: I don't 
know if the blessing will come after seven 
times, or seventy times seven ; but I know 
if I patiently wait and watch, it will come 
at last.' 

Sarah, with tearful eyes, looked up in her 
Brother's face, and said, 'I will remember 
this, for I am often very unwilling to wait. 
I want Jericho to tumble down at the first 
march round it; and when it does not fall. 
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nor even shake at all my stamping, I seem 
to think it will never be moved/ 

^ And what Jericho is my dear little Sarah 
now compassing about?' asked Frederick. 

* Some French verb, I suppose/ remarked 
Jane, who evidently wished thesubject to drop. 

^ No,' replied Sarah, with more quickness 
than was usual to her, ^it is not a French 
verb, but an Italian noun/ 

Tlie deep colour that mounted to Jane's 
cheeks at these words fully confirmed her 
Mother's suspicions. She therefore imme- 
diately introduced another topic to relieve 
her embarrassment, resolving to search the 
matter out at a more favourable time : and 
after a little further conversation, desired 
the children to take advantage of the bright 
sunshine for a run down the hill-side to 
some cottages, with inquiries after their poor 
inhabitants. 

The same afternoon, while engaged in 
writing, Mrs. Roberts heard a soft tap at 
her door, and Sarah entered with a face 
full of intelligence. 
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Mamma, are you very busy ?^ 

* Not too busy to attend to you, my love, 
if it is a thing of any importance/ 

^I think it is, Mamma: but you are to 
judge when I have told you exactly what 
I know of the matter: but there is one 
thing that makes me rather afraid of your 
displeasure for speaking about it/ 

^Go on, Sarah: I cannot be displeased 
at your coming to me when any thing 
troubles your mind/ 

^Well, dear Mamma, do you remember 
about a year ago, a Clergyman preached at 

B Church, when we were all there, and 

he said a great deal about the marks of the 
Apostacy, as he called it; and how very 
displeasing it was to God that such errors 
should exist. And he said we were bound 
to search the Scriptures about it, and told 
us we should all be ready to give a reason 
for not being Papists ; and then he gave 
us some of the reasons out of the Bible/ 

* I recollect it perfectly well/ 
^Perhaps, then. Mamma, you recollect 
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too that none of you liked the sermon. 
Papa said it was controversial; and you said 
that all such controversy was hurtful to 
spiritual-mindedness; and uncle Charles 
said it only put children and simple people 
in the way of hearing about false doctrines^ 
which otherwise they would not hear of; 
and Miss Smithson said' ■ 

^ You need not repeat aU this my love : 
I see you remember the conversation per- 
fectly well/ 

^Yes^ Mamma; and it ended in your 
agreeing not to ask the Clergyman to our 
house^ for fear^ as you said^ he should startle 
the dove on her peaceful nest^ by the harsh 
tones of controversy/ 

* Well, Sarah, now go on to your present 
business,' said Mrs. Roberts, who by no 
means relished this preliminary, while it 
struck her with a deeper sense than ever 
she had before entertained of the import- 
ance attached to conversation in the pre- 
sence of children. 

^ Mamma, I wish to tell you every thing. 
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I had been very much alarmed by what the 
Clergyman said, and I longed to know more 
about it, and so did Jane ; but we agreed 
together that you knew much better than we 
what was good for us ; so, as we had made a 
note of the places in the Bible where the 
Clergyman bade us look for instruction on 
that subject, we burnt it. I believe Jane 
thought of it no more ; but I did : and ever 
since, when I come to any of those passages 
I can't help — indeed. Mamma, I can't help 
— remembering what was said ; and so, as 1 
see how entirely those passages go against 
the bad religion that we heard described, it 
takes more and more hold of my mind. Is 
that wrong. Mamma )' 

' Oh no, no, my child ! It is not you who 
are wrong in this matter, God has been 
teaching you, and I bless His holy Name 
for it.' 

'Now, Mamma, comes something else. 
You know Jane made a long visit at Grove 
House : and while she was there she saw 
and heard a deal about this subject, quite con- 
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traiy to what the good Clergyman preached. 
Ever since she came back she has been 
praising up the Catholic priests^ and when I 
reminded her that we should not call them 
Catholics^ or showed her any thing in the 
Bible against their false religion^ she said 
I was acting contrary to your wish^ and to 
Papa^s; and that it was plain you thought 
better of them^ or you would not have found 
so much fault with the bigoted preacher/ 

^ And why did you not tell me sooner of 
this?' 

^ I really did not think you would approve 
of my doing so^ Mamma. I tried to con- 
vince Jane ; but she particularly desired me 
not to say any thing about it to any body 
else ; and when she saw me getting uneasy^ 
she seemed to think less about it. How- 
ever^ what you said to-day showed me that 
you too hated the bad religion^ and that was 
why I spoke out^ to make Jane speak if I 
could ; for she fires up if any thing is said 
about their idolatry. I think they have told 
her great falsehoods, Mamma/ 
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Mrs. Roberts was distreased beyond mea- 
sure. She was conscious of having stifled 
some strong convictions on the occasion 
referred to by the child : she had refused to 
admit a theory supported by powerful argu- 
ments drawn from Scripture, and confirmed 
by reason and experience, just because it mi- 
litated against her preconceived notions of 
universal charity and peace. She was warned 
of multiplying perils : of evil men and se- 
ducers lying in wait to entrap her children, 
her domestics, her ignorant neighbours : she 
was implored to select, from the armoury 
which God himself had provided, some wea- 
pons of defence wherewith to furnish them ; 
and was told that the state and experience 
of the Church one hundred years before was 
no safe standard whereby to measure its pre- 
sent dangers and requirements, since the 
enemy's ever-changing devices called for a 
double share of diligence in strengthening 
those points where his attacks were mainly 
directed for the time being. To all this she 
' opposed the assertion tliat spirituahty of 
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mind was every thing, and that where it 
existed all was secure — ^where it was lacking^ 
nothing could avail : that it was time enough 
to stand on the defensive against Popery 
when it should advance against them, of 
which no indications had yet been given in 
their neighbourhood ; and ended by hinting 
that party feeling had a great share in stimu- 
lating the zeal of those who engaged in the 
crusade against other people's faith. Her 
firiendly monitor was silenced, but not until 
he had solemnly warned her of the danger 
she incurred; and many a secret misgiving 
troubled her, whenever she heard of new 
encroachments made on the Protestantism of 
the country. Insensibly she had imbibed 
much of the spirit that she openly repudi- 
ated; and this had shown itself in her re- 
marks of that morning, to the great joy of 
poor Sarah, who longed for an opening to 
introduce the subject. 

After a painful silence of some moments, 
Mrs. Roberts said — ^'Surely these priests could 
not be admitted as guests at Grove House.* 
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'No^ Mamma; Mr. Walker does not like 
them at all ; but the French GoTemess seems 
to be of their religion^ and she took Jane 
twice^ with Catharine, to visit at the great 
house a few miles off, where she had formerly 
lived. . The master of it is a rich man, and 
keeps a deal of company; and he often 
invites the gentlemen from the college, as 
they call it, to dine there. After these two 
times, the Governess got Mr. Walker's leave 
for the girls to pass a couple of days at Mr. 
Lindsay's Park, and then they went to see 
the building and the library, and the chapel, 
and the pictures, and the school. One Sun-* 
day a charity sermon was preached by a 
great bishop of their church, and Mrs. Lind- 
say took Jane to hear the fine music, and see 
the grand mass. Miss Lindsay, who is quite 
a grown up young lady, likes it a great deal 
better than her own religion.^ 

^ And all this was concealed from me ? 
cried Mrs. Roberts indignantly. ' Sarah, 
you have done very wrong to connive at 
this.^ 
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^ I did not know half of it till yesterday, 
Mamma. Jane and I were reading a little 
commentary on the commandments^ and the 
second was dwelt upon as being very much 
against Popery, and that it was left out of 
their catechism. So Jane and I had. quite 
an aigument about it, and she quoted a book 
that Miss Lindsay showed her; and that led 
me to find out a great deal more than I knew 
of their goings-on at the Park. The reason 
Jane kept it secret was that Catharine is 
very fond of the Governess, and they were 
afraid if Mr. Walker heard of it he would be 
angry and send her away ; so they got her to 
promise not to tell you, for fear Mr. Walker 
should hear it in that way. But, Mamma, I 
am frightened, because the Bible tells me all 
and more than that Clergyman said it would, 
about the wickedness of things that I am 
sure they do in those chapels and houses; 
and Jane does not mind me because I am 
little and ignorant : but for all that I am 
right.' 

^ You are indeed, my darling child : and 
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was tlmt the ItaliKn noun that you compared 
to Jericho?' 

' Yes ; Jane aaid last night, " I believe 
you think you can knock down the Pope 
himself with your little fist," and I answered 
her, I could not knock him down with my 
fist, but I would poke him down with my 
Bible, as Joshua poked down the walls of 
Jericho with the sound of the rams' horns. 
So when Frederick named it to-day, we both 
thought of it, I suppose.' 

Mrs. Roberts gazed on the little girl, 
whose face glowed with animation while, 
catching up a small Bible, she made a move- 
ment as if pushing at some object with it. 
' My little Protestant,' murmured the Mo- 
ther J and her tears fell on the bright face 
that nestled in her bosom, deUghted to be 
caressed where she had feared a rebuke. 

' After all. Mamma,' said Sarah, in an en- 
couraging tone, ' after all, it is only Baal's 
prophets you know ; and Elijah will over- 
match them. Frederick sometimes tells me 
stories of the martyrs in Queen Mary's days. 
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how they loved not their lives unto the deaths 
but went gladly to be burnt in a great fire, 
zather than turn to Popery. What puzzles 
me is that Jane will always say, as you heard 
her^ they do not worship the images and 
pray to the saints, while she herself describes 
their doing both in the chapel. When Papa 
comes home, perhaps we shall all have one 
of our nice talks about the whole matter; 
and dear Sister will soon be convinced, and 
set right again.' 

Most anxiously did Mrs. Roberts desire it 
might be so : and when, on the following 
day, her husband returned from a journey, 
she took the first opportunity of acquainting 
him with it. He expressed much indigna- 
tion at the under-hand doings of the Gover-> 
ness and her friends, but made very light of 
the danger, as regarded Jane. 

^ You see, my dear,* said he, ^ that enthu- 
siastic little Sarah was made a controver- 
sialist of by the ill-judged sermon she heard ; 
and having stored her clever head with a 
number of arguments, she eagerly caught at 
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an opportunity of bringing them to bear upon 
poor Jane, who, knowing Sarah's superiority 
in Biblical learning, and not relishing the 
assumed dictatorship of a younger Sister, has 
taken up the opposite side of the question 
with more zeal than discretion. How this 
mischievous spirit of controversy minis- 
ters to the pride of the natural heart ! I 
look on it as one of the greatest evils of this 
evil day, and shall take care to check its 
progress in our own little quiet fold.' 

' But when there is real danger,' replied 
Mrs. Roberts, ' of any wrong doctrine being 
instilled into the minds of those around us, 
does it not become a duty to guard them so 
far as in us lies, by showing forth the un- 
scriptural character of the errors ? and can 
this be done without a measure of contro- 
versial discourse }' 

' Yes, certainly : the light makes all things 
manifest, and by directing the beams of that 
light upon any form of error you make it 
appear in its natural character, so as to be 
rejected and shunned.' 
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* That is what I mean^ my dear : but thui 
very proceeding of singling out a particular 
error and proving by the clear light of God^isi 
word that it is indeed such, is what I think 
we have been accustomed to denounce as 
controversy/ 

^ My view of the matter/ rejoined Mr. 
Roberts, ^ is this : we are to take the Bible 
as we find it ; and without giving an undue 
prominence to any part, we are, so far as 
man's teaching can accomplish it, thoroughly 
to ground and to settle our chUdren in the 
faith of the gospel. Thus enlightened, they 
will be able to discern any form of false doc- 
trine, by its inconsistency with what they 
know to be the truth : saying with David, 
" Through thy precepts I get understanding ; 
therefore I hate every false way.'' ' 

^ In all this I fully concur,' said his wife ; 
^and we have, in our dear Sarah, an instance 
of the wisdom thus acquired. But now 
comes the question that we must settle : 
error, in one particular form, has been 
brought before one of our children, and 
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those who propagate it have persuaded her 
that it is not what we^ in fact^ know it to be, 
and what Scripture declares it to be. Are 
we not bounds leaving the general question 
between truth and falsehood^ to show her 
the marks of falsehood in this especial in- 
stance^ by pointing out what the pure word 
of truth reveals concerning it ?' 

Mr. Roberts looked thoughtful. ^ If I 
could persuade myself that such was really 
the case^ and that any actual attempt had 
been made to shake the faith of my child^ I 
should perhaps agree with you as to the line 
of duty. But it really is so improbable that 
a little girl of fourteen years old should be- 
come the object of a plot such as you seem 
to suspect^ that I must have proof satisfac** 
tory to my own mind^ before I admit the 
deduction you would draw. As to Popery, 
I hate it ; for it is clearly a form of Anti- 
christ t all that I deprecate is a needless 
breach of charity where no danger exists.' 

^ Well : this evening let us lead in some 
way to the subject, praying that God will 
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make clear to us any snares which the enemy 
may be spreading in our path. I fear there 
is more room for uneasiness than we are 
willing to admit/ 

When the family party assembled round 
their tea table, the sunbeams streaming across 
the lawn and brightening the tints of its many 
Autumnal flowers, attracted Frederick's at- 
tention, who said, ^ I think the sun never 
smiles so sweetly upon us as when he is just 
going to take leave. What a soft, mellow 
light falls upon that bed of china-asters, and 
throws the thin shadows of those tall chrys- 
anthemums across the grass.' 

^ And how brilliantly it strikes upon our 
mountain yonder,' added his Mother, * light- 
ing up every object so as to bring it close 
before us.' 

^ Mamma,' said Sarah, ^ I have been read- 
ing over again the account of Elijah's sacri- 
fice, and I wonder so much at the foolishness 
of Baal's priests in cutting themselves with 
knives. They seem to have lost the use of 
their reason.' 
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^ Nothing fetters the reason of man or 
blinds his understanding so effectually as a 
false religion/v said her Father, ^ Revelation 
contains many things above our comprehen- 
sion^ but nothing that is opposed to sound 
reason. Man^s wisdom becomes the greatest 
foolishness when once he sets it up in op- 
position to the wisdom of God/ 

^But how. Papa, can any people fancy 
that hurting themselves will please the being 
they worship ?' 

^ It arises, my dear, from the conscious- 
ness in every man^s heart that he is a sinner ; 
and that sin deserves and will receive punish- 
ment. The Christian looks by faith upon 
his crucified Lord, and feels that by His 
stripes he is healed. The atoning blood of 
the Lamb of God has cleansed alike his soul 
from its sins and his conscience from dead 
works. He sees the justice of God satisfied. 
His wrath appeased, by the offering up of 
Jesus Christ once for all ; and he knows that 
the perfect obedience of the same Lord Jesus 
Christ is also accepted of the Father, fulfil- 
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ling the law for him who never could fulfil it 
himself. On the other hand^ he who never 
heard of Christ, or who knows not the true 
doctrine of salvation, is tormented in his 
mind by the thought of his sins, and vainly 
endeavours by punishing himself in ways that 
the Lord never commanded or permitted, to 
escape the vengeance of Him who will by no 
means clear the guilty/ 

^But the heathens in general don't tor- 
ment themselves,' remarked Frederick : ^they 
offer up sacrifices, and sometimes kill their 
fellow-creatures, before the hideous idols 
which they serve/ 

^Yes; and that proves what I have just 
said. All the earth was peopled, you know, 
by the sons of Noah, and they were wor- 
shippers of the true God ; and offered sacri- 
fice to Him in compliance with his com- 
mandment, as a type of Christ the Great 
Sacrifice. Every believer under the Old 
Testament dispensation, from Adam down- 
wards, looked to Christ who was to come, 
while obeying the divine command to shed 
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the blood of animals on an altar. Now there 
is something so very unaccountable, so con- 
trary to common sense, in supposing that 
the death of a poor innocent beast can re- 
move any guilt from the soul of the man 
who slays it, that when we find the system 
prevailing, as it does, all over the world, 
we are forced to believe that every where 
the descendants of Noah have received 
from their fathers the custom, while wholly 
forgetting the explanation of its use. When 
they oflFer their own property in sacrifice 
to an idol, they do so far punish themselves 
that they sustain a loss of what belonged 
to them, and when they destroy a fellow- 
creature they give a most awful proof that 
the necessity of substituting a victim in their 
place was a doctrine inculcated of old. In 
every way a testimony is given to the unfail- 
ing truth of God's inspired book, who says, 
^* Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
word shall not pass away.'' ' 

* The more I think,' said Frederick, ^ the 
more I am astonished how the Israelites, 
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who had once such a clear understanding of 
God's law, could turn aside in the way they 
did, and openly worship the host of heaven. 
It seems, by God's answer to Elijah, that 
out of all that immense multitude, the Jewish 
nation, only seven thousand were found who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal: all the rest 
were become worse than the heathen around 
them/ 

* Yes,' observed his Mother, ^ and Elijah 
supposed that instead of seven thousand 
there was not one besides himself. It is a 
most awful warning to us Gentiles, who 
stand in the place where the Jewish people 
once stood, as the Church of God, lest we 
also be snared and taken in the same net.' 

^ Does any body in England worship the 
Sun, Papa,' asked little Philip. 

^ No, my boy, I suppose not : but there 
are too many among us who are as far from 
the true knowledge and worship of the only 
God as Baal's followers were in Elijah's 
time. Some make a god of their wealth, 
some of their pleasure ; we are all too ready 
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to set up idols, the stumbling-blocks of our 
iniquity in our hearts, and to devote otir- 
selves to them, so that when we come before 
the Lord with our lip-service, he refuses to 
be inquired of by us, and leaves us alone, to 
follow our foolish devices till they lead us 
into the pit of destruction/ 

^But, Papa,' said Sarah, ^we were talking 
yesterday about the errors of some who call 
themselves Christians, while they worship 
graven images and pray to dead people. la 
not this idolatry ; and as bad as that of 
Baal's people ?' 

* To worship any created thing, my dear, 
whether it be yonder glorious sun, now sink* 
ing to the west in that blaze of light, or a 
wooden doll of man's clumsy fashioning, is 
deadly sin : to offer up a prayer, I will not 
say to dead people, but to the brightest arch- 
angel in heaven, is blasphemy most awful. 
Happily for us, we have no such offenders 
in this neighbourhood ; if we had, I should 
feel it my duty to caution you very strongly.' 

'Then, Sir/ said Frederick, 'we must ask 
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you to do so now ; for within the last two 
hours I have found out that such persons 
are among us^ and very near us too/ 

All looked at him with surprise and cu- 
riosity^ except Jane^ who seemed uneasy and 
displeased. His Father bade him explain^ 
and he went on. 

'I was taking a ramble since dinner 
through the thicket, and heard a great rust* 
ling among the filbert trees, which made me 
look sharp, because so much mischief is done 
by careless boys breaking the branches when 
they need only gather the nuts. Well, I saw 
two little fellows hard at work, both strangers 
to me ; and they were certainly smashing the 
boughs at a great rate. So I spoke, and told 
them they were preventing a large crop next 
year by damaging the trees ^ and desired them 
to be more careful. They answered me so 
civilly that I got a little talk with them ; and 
asked them where they went to school, and 
whether they read the Bible. The eldest, 
who seemed about twelve years old, told me 
that he had been to school at a place where 
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they formerly lived ; but that as for the 
Bible it was a book his clergy thought very 
ill of^ and he would not touch it on any ac- 
count. I was much surprised^ as you may 
suppose^ and asked him who was his clerg}% 
thinking he meant the clergyman of the pa- 
rish he last lived in ; for I was very sure it 
could not be our own good clergyman, and 
indeed I suspected he was telling me an un- 
truth. He said his clergy was Mr. Talbot, 

who lived at the great College near B y 

and then it struck me he must be a Roman 
Catholic priest ; so I asked the boy, and he 
said yes. I inquired where they lived now ; 
and found they had got part of a house 
down among the cottages to the right of the 
old farm, and were waiting for some friends 
of their own religion to come and settle with 
them here. When I asked why they did not 
come to our school, the eldest hung his head, 
and repHed he did not know : while the 
youngest, a fine little fellow of Phil.'s age, 
told me they were going to wait a bit, and 
they would have a school of their own, and a 
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chapel too ; but^ as he went on^ his brother 
gave him a nudge, and said he was talking 
nonsense about things he did not under* 
stand. I happened to be going that way, so 
I ran down to Nancy Brown's^ who lives 
next door but one to these new-comers, and 
asked her about them. She said they were 
odd, heathenish sort of bodies, never going 
to Church, nor laying their eyes on a Bible, 
but using a great many outlandish customs, 
and refusing to cook their victuals on a Fri-> 
day with the decent people they lodged with, 
for fear a taste of meat might come in their 
way. She said too they had story books with 
fine pictures of angels and such like things 
in them, and told such fairv tales as made 
the neighbours laugh ; the more so because 
they themselves believed every word of them, 
and were very fond of arguing about their 
church. There was a talk, she told me, that 
more of the same sort were coming ; but for 
her part she wanted no such company, for 
it was plain they looked down upon her 
as a poor ignorant creature, not knowing 
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right from wrong. I came away without 
any further inquiry, and determined to teU 
you. Papa ; for I think we should persuade 
the poor little boys out of their prejudice 
against the Bible/ 

Frederick's history made his parents look 
grave: after a while Mrs. Roberts said, 
'The college you mention is very near 
our friend Mr. Walker's. Jane, have you 
ever heard any thing of this Mr. Talbot, 
during your visit at Grove House?' 

Jane was confused: 'Yes, Mamma, I 
think I have heard of him : that is, not at 
Grove House, but at Mr. Lindsay's.' 

' Have you ever seen him ?' 

' I saw some gentlemen belonging to the 
college there. Mamma, and Mr. Talbot 
might be one of them. I remember the 
name, because they said he was some way 
related, distantly, to the great Catholic 
nobleman, the Earl of Shrewsbury.' 

'Catholic!' repeated Frederick; 'I don't 
like to hear you use that word so, Jane: 
for when I profess in the creed, to believe 
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in the Holy Catholic Churchy I certainly 
don^t mean the Pope's Church/ 

^Nor 1/ said Sarah: ^and when I pray 
for the good estate of the Catholic Church, 
I don't mean the Pope's Church either.' 

* And when I pray,' resumed Frederick, 
'for the Conversion of Jews, Turks, Infidels, 
and Heretics, I don't mean myself, though 
the little gentleman in the wood called me 
one.' 

' Did he indeed ?' asked Mrs. Roberts. 

'Yes, Mamma; it slipped out, to be sure, 
and he would have been glad to recall it, 
but it was honestly spoken. When I offered 
to provide him with a Bible, he said I could 
only give him a heretic book, because I was 
a heretic ; and he being a Catholic must not 
read my books.' 

During this dialogue Jane looked sullen ; 
but catching her father's eye fixed in a scru- 
tinizing and almost stern manner on her 
face, she tried to brighten up, saying, 'It 
is no matter, brother, what they call us, or 
what we call them. There may be unchari- 
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tableness on both sides. As to the forbid- 
ding of the Bible, I know that is not true, 
for Ma'amselle Dupuis told me she was 
allowed to read it if she liked; and the only 
reason she had not one of her own was, 
that she could borrow Catharine^s at any 
time/ 

' And was it the same lady who told you 
they do not worship images, nor pray to 
saints?^ asked Frederick. 

'No,' said Sarah, 'it was Father William 
told her that ; was it not Jane ?^ 

Before she could reply, Mr. Roberts, in 
a tone of authority demanded, 'who is 
Father William, and where did you meet 
him?' 

' He is the priest of the College Chapel, 
Papa; and I met him there when Mrs. 
Lindsay took me to see it.' 

'And what conversation had you?' 

'I was looking at some very beautiM 
pictures, and figures cut out in marble; and 
he said to me, "See my young friend, the 
occasion of much cruel slander against your 
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Catholic brethren: they charge us with 
worshipping these representations: but we 
do no such thing/' ^ 

^And what about praying to saints?' 

^I saw a notice up. Papa, requesting 
people to pray for the soul of a person 
lately dead ; and when he found me reading 
it, he quoted out of the Bible, a passage, 
saying, it was good and proper to pray for 
the departed: and from that he went on, 
and proved to me that they do not pray 
to saints as we fancy/ 

'Now only hear that!' exclaimed Frederick. 
' Papa is there in the whole Bible any such 
a word, or any thing Uke it, as that we 
should pray for the dead? I am sure, I 
am certain there is not.' 

'And I am sure and certain it was the 
Holy Bible he showed me,' said Jane with 
equal warmth, 'and Miss Lindsay looked 
over him, and read the very words, and 
told me so.' 

Frederick jumped up, and reached his Bible. 
' Come, tell me the book, chapter, and verse.' 
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'I cannot; for Miss Lindsay forgot to 
look at the top of the page. However, 
the words were there/ 

Frederick fixed his eye on his Father, 
who half smiling said, * I can tell you where 
they are : in the Book of Maccabees/ 

^There^s no such book in the Bible, 
Papa/ 

^Not in the Inspired Scriptures, certainly: 
but in the Apocrypha, which used to be 
bound up with ours, and is always mixed 
with the Canonical Books in Popish Bibles. 
It is full of falsehoods and all kinds of 
nonsense, and serves well to bolster up 
with a few seeming texts of Scripture, a 
system that all the word of God denounces* 
as false. I am sorry, very sorry that a 
child of mine, should have been exposed 
to such artful deceptions ; and much more 
grieved, that she should for so long a time 
have concealed from us the way in which 
her faith had been tampered with. Come 
here, Jane ? Has this Father William es- 
tranged your affections, or stolen your 
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confidence from your own Papa?^ The 
look of mingled sorrow and reproof, with 
which he regarded his child while drawing 
her towards him, was too much for Jane. 
She threw herself into his arms, and sobbed 
out, * Oh, no, no, my own dear kind Papa : 
all the world could not do that. Pray 
forgive me.' 

' Before I can pronounce forgiveness with 
any satisfaction to myself, I must have a 
true account of the motives that induced 
you to keep all these doings from us. It 
was not natural, nor like your open-hearted 
way, and something wrong must have been 
at the root of the matter.' 

Jane immediately told him what Sarah 
had already communicated to her Mother, 
but with the addition that Miss Lindsay 
was wholly convinced of the Romish being 
the only true faith ; and that she concealed 
it from her father, until they should have 
overcome his few remaining prejudices. Her 
mother knew it, and called it a foolish whim, 
but took no pains to dissuade her. To make 
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amends, or as Jane said, satisfaction for still 
outwardly conforming to the Protestant form 
of worship, she was doing many good works, 
and among them was that of seeking out 
places where Popery had not yet established 
itself, and gradually settling at her own ex- 
pense, for she had an ample fortune, such 
humbler families as were most likely through 
zeal and prudence to influence their neigh- 
bours, and so to prepare the way for the 
regular establishment of a congregation there. 
Jane owned that she knew of the Robson^s 
coming on that errand to her native place ; 
that they had brought her a letter from Miss 
Lindsay, which she had burned, as directed, 
for fear of discovery, after three times read- 
ing it at intervals of two hours, which she 
was also desired to do. It told her how very 
happy her friend was, in having found rest 
at last in the true Church, where, instead of 
being constantly in trouble about her soul, 
trying to save it herself, and poring over a 
difficult book, which was too hard for a 
young female to understand, she had only 

G 
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to go to Jesus Christy in the person of his 
minister^ confess her sins^ receive Qod's 
pardon^ and go to work to do good to her 
fellow-creatures, as the sure way of gaining 
His love and favour. She gave her some 
texts to get by heart, concerning the autho- 
rity of the Church: and told her, that 
whereas the Lord had expressly given 
power to his Apostles and their successors 
to forgive all sin, she would find her own 
clergyman acknowledging himself not a 
minister of God, by confessing, if closely 
asked, that he did not possess that power. 
All this Jane repeated very fluently: and 
great was the dismay of her parents at the 
peril in which she had been placed— great 
their thankfulness at its discovery, and 
her hoped-for escape. Still, the evil leaven 
had been introduced, and they could not 
but feel anxious as to the extent to which 
it might have influenced her mind and 
feelings. She had, indeed, when directly 
questioned, told all; but the consciousness 
that Sarah knew enough to render any 



FALSEHOOD AND TRtTTH. 

denial on her part useless, prevented their 
deciding how for such confession was vo- 
luntary. 

*We must not again trust our children 
from under our own eye,' remarked Mr. 
Koberts to his wife, when they were again 

'No,' she replied, 'nor must we fail to 
warn them of dangers that seem likely to 
be brought to our own door. I cannot 
help regretting our reluctance to admit the 
discussion of points where, if Jane had been 
well-informed, she might not only herself 
have found a shield against error, but might 
also have been useful in guarding poor 
Catharine Walker.' 

'Regrets are useless now, my dear: we 
must ascertain in what particulars her mind 
has been unsettled, and provide the neces- 
sary antidote.' 

But this was not so easy: Jane's mind 

had been unsettled on many points, and 

I the two chief among them were such as to 

I render it a work of great difficulty to deal 
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with her new doubts. In the first place, 
she had learned to look on her Bible as 
a version not established by competent au- 
thority, called in question by a very large 
section of what she had always been taught 
to regard as the Christian Church, and 
deficient, inasmuch as it contained no apoc* 
ryphal matter, nor explanatory notes by 
an infallible expositor. In the next place, 
having admitted a doubt, respecting the 
orthodoxy of her religious belief, her con- 
fidence in the correctness of her parents' 
judgment who held it, and of their compe- 
tency to instruct her, was necessarily shaken; 
and thus the two main streams from which 
she could derive instruction were likely to 
be cut off. Hitherto she had been taught 
in all religious knowledge by those who 
referred her to Holy Scripture, in proof of 
whatever they advanced : and she had trod 
that safe and pleasant path rejoicing : now, 
whatever diflSculty was suggested to her 
mind involved a further difficulty as to 
where she might get it satisfactorily solved. 
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and the gloom and uneasiness inseparable 
from such a state of feeling tended to one 
of the two alternatives placed before her— 
either to throw herself altogether on the 
assumed authority of a Church pretending 
to infallible wisdom, or else to banish al- 
together from her thoughts the subject of 
religion, thus become a disquieting and dis- 
tressing one. Happily, Jane was too young, 
and of too thoughtless a character to be 
affected by this, as an older person might 
have been, or even as Sarah, whose acute- 
ness of spiritual feeling, and singularly con- 
templative habits, caused every thing that 
bore on the great subject of her soul's 
salvation to sink deep into her mind. To 
her, the suggestion of a single hesitating 
thought concerning the perfect infallibility 
of her precious Bible, would have occasioned 
anguish insupportable; neither could she 
have rested for a day without some staff 
whereon to lean as a rock of her faith, and 
an anchor of her hope. It is to such cha- 
racters that the undermining approaches of 
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Popery are most perilous: they feel the 
foundation shaken under them, and are 
ready to flee to the first apparent shelter 
opened to their staggering feet; and where 
a chance is offered, these are the characters 
sought out and saluted by the emissaries 
of that great system of human, or rather 
of diabolical craft so plausibly decked with 
feigned ^^ garments of salvation/^ to per- 
sonate the Lamb^s wife. But Jane was not 
of this class : her religious impressions had 
no depth, and she could easily forget the 
subject for days together, unless re-called 
to it by something calculated to kindle her 
zeal through the medium of self-sufficiency 
and self-esteem. She required present ex- 
citement, and a measure of contradiction 
as a stimulant to perseverance, and this 
feeling had led her so far to reveal to her 
sister what she was enjoined to keep strictly 
secret from all the family : but even to her 
she had not spoken of the doubts instilled 
into her mind respecting Scriptural or 
parental authority. She well knew that 
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Sarah would repel -with horror such sug- 
gestions, coming froni such a quarter. 

Now let us for a moment, imagine the I 
parents of these two girls, moved by an 
insane craving after worldly advantages, 
sending them to complete their education 
in a Popish country. Jane exposed to the 
external allurements, the pomp, the glitter, 
the excitement of its public services, and 
enlisted, as she might easily have been, as 
a partizan, on the score of liberality, or of 
personal regard to the votaries of this vain 
show; until from defending their practices, 
she was insensibly led to admit their prin- 
ciples, if not to adopt both, Sarah, on the 
other hand, assailed by the deep and subtle i 
sophistry of those who know that they have 1 
a tender spirit to deal with ; and allured by 
the examples of seclusion, devotion, self- 
denial, humility, all the will- worship of 
that delusive mystery, in which Satan, 
" speaking lies in hypocrisy," transforms | 
himself into an angel of light. We do not I 
isk, what would be the consequence to the j 
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children, for that is known to God only: 
but what would be the measure of guilt 
chargeable upon the parents, who either 
from a disregard of their spiritual welfare 
altogether, or from a presumptuous, unwar- 
ranted reliance on God^s blessing, out of the 
path of God's commandments> flung them 
into the lion^s den ? Among the national 
sins of which we stand daily guilty, surely 
He marks with indignant eye, this thank- 
less scorn of our national blessings: this 
contempt of his mercy in fencing round a 
safe fold, for the lambs of our flock to 
pasture in at home; this readiness to 
plunge them into all the snares, to expose 
them to all the plagues of the modern Ba- 
bylon, in order that they may shine forth 
in that multiplication of languages, pointed 
out as a curse of confusion on Babel of old. 
We tread closely on the heels of Israel in 
their peculiar sins, while invested, by the 
grafting in of our wild olive, with many of 
their peculiar privileges; and in nothing 
more so than in this rebellious proceeding 
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of mingling with the idolatrous nations from 
whom the Lord has graciously separated us ; 
learning their ways^ not accidentally, but of 
deliberate purpose ; and passing our children 
through the perilous fire that ever burns 
before the Moloch god of this evil world. 

But of this offence Mr. and Mrs. Roberts 
were guiltless: they had not so learned 
Christ^s to enter^in for a moment the 
thought of bartering the privileges of his 
Protesting Church in England, for any of 
the wares that the great merchant city could 
hold up to view: nay, they could not, to 
secure the purest pronunciation of a foreign 
tongue, or the highest polish in motion and 
gesture that their daughters could receive, 
have admitted under their roof an instruc- 
tress educated where English delicacy and 
EngUsh simpUcity are unknown, or only 
known to be derided. Far less would they 
have taken the contamination of Anti- 
christian error to the bosom of their do- 
mestic sanctuary. They had acted incon* 
siderately, first, in neglecting to inform 
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themselves how far the changing aspect of 
their country^ and the transforming devices 
of the enemy might have brought into more 
direct view^ and invested with more imme- 
diate importance^ certain passages in the 
Word of God, which they might be assured 
had not been written in vain: and again, 
in too readily entrusting the sacred deposit 
of a child to those who could not be ex- 
pected to watch over her as they did, with- 
out frequent and minute investigation as 
to how she was cared for. But when by 
the event convinced of error, they mourned 
the dereliction of duty, and set themselves 
with prayerful diligence to repair the mis- 
chief. 

Mischief, however, is more easily done 
than repaired; and in Jane's case the enemy 
had been allowed to get the first word. 
Her parents knew it would be easy to 
silence her, or to induce an outward acquies- 
cence in what they might say, with a real 
discontinuance of any intercourse forbidden 
of them : but their object was to pluck 
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iHp the poisonous weed by the root, not 
I merely to remove the visible vegetation, 
^while the fibres might be taking a more 
vigorous hold beneath the surface. Accord- 
ingly they encouraged free discussion, but 
were often perplexed by a want of acquaint- 
ance with the leading principles and subtle 
practices of Popery. On these occasions, 
Sarah's general knowledge of Scripture, with 
her aptitude for its practical application, 
proved a valuable aid to them. 

The topic which had happily been the 
means of discovering this conspiracy — for 
such it was — still furnished important help 
in the controversy so unexpectedly intro- 
duced into Mr. Roberts' anti-controversial 
settlement. Indeed, the progress of idola- 
trous innovation among God's ancient peo- 
ple, with its ruinous consequences, is so 
perfectly analogous to the transgression and 
the punishment of nominally Christian 
Churches, that we can hardly presume to 
doubt it was for our "reproof, correction, 
instruction in righteousness," that what hap- 
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pened to them for an example is so par- 
ticularly recorded. This fact had been 
powerfully insisted on by the rejected 
preacher of active protestation ; and Sarah 
remembered it, and acted upon it. 

One morning they were reading, in course, 
the doings of the good king Hezekiah, when 
the passage occurred (2 Kings xviii. 4,) 
*^He removed the high places, and brake 
the images, and cut down the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses had made : for unto those days the 
children of Israel did burn incense to it: 
and he called it Nehushtan.^' Philip asked, 
* What is Nehushtan ? ' 

^ You will find it in the margin,* answered 
Sarah, " A piece of brass." 

'Why did he call it a piece of brass? 
did not every body know that a brazen 
thing must be a piece of brass ?* 

* Yes,' said his Mamma, 'but they fancied 
there was something more in it than that ; 
for you see they burned incense, which was 
one of the ways appointed of God, for his 
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own honour among them; and to do this 
honour to others was an offence of the 
greatest magnitude. You will find in Jere- 
miah xi. and 1 7th verse^ that it provoked 
Him to vengeance. Read it: — "For the 
Zjord of Hosts that planted thee^ hath pro- 
nounced evil against thee^ for the evil of the 
house of Israel and of the house of Judah^ 
which they have done against themselves to 
provoke me to anger^ in offering incense 
unto Baal.^^ And if you go back to the 
11th and 12th verses of that chapter^ you 
will find it also noticed^ "Therefore, thus 
3aith the Lord, Behold I will bring evil 
upon them, which they shall not be able 
to escape ; and though they shall cry unto 
me, I will not hearken unto them. Then 
shall the cities of Judah, and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, go and cry unto the gods imto 
whom they offer incense : but they shall not 
save them at all in the time of their trou- 
ble." What the burning of incense was 
among the Jews, prayer is with us : David 
says, " Let my prayer come before thee as 
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incense ;'' and in the sublime Book of the 
Revelation of St. John^ Chapter viii. 3rd 
verse, we find this burning of incense most 
beautifully shadowing forth the mediation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, on our behalf; and 
in the next verse we read, ^^ And the smoke 
of the incense, which came with the prayers 
of the saints, ascended up before God out 
ofthe angel's hand.*^ You see, it is a holy 
thing, this incense or prayer, due to God 
alone; and to offer either to any created 
being, though it were to the highest arch- 
angel in heaven, is a deadly sin against the 
Lord, provoking his extreme vengeance. 
How awful, then, to bum incense before a 
piece of brass !' 

^But the brazen serpent was a very 
wonderful thing. Mamma,' said Jane : ^ You 
know it cured all who were bitten by the 
fiery serpents ; and God himself commanded 
it to be made.' 

^The brazen serpent, my love, no more 
cured the wounded Israelites, than the piece 
of wood to which our Lord was nailed on 
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Mount Calvary, saves our souls ; and it was 
equally foolish and sinful to burn incense to 
the one, as it would be to worship the other. 
God certainly comnaanded the brazen ser- 
pent to be made, to be set up, and to be 
looked on as an appointed means of cure 
under the great visitation that he had sent 
upon the people ; but his commandment 
concerning the likeness of any thing in heaven 
above, in the earth beneath, and in the waters 
that are under the earth, was most positive 
and binding, and never has been, never can 
be repealed. "Thou shall not bow down 
to them, nor worship them," When Heze- 
kiah called the serpent Nehushtan^ he 
naeant positively to deny that it was any 
thing better than a piece of brass, or that 
it possessed the slightest claim to be re- 
garded with more veneration than any other 
fragment of that common metal.' 
* ' And I must think,' observed Frederick, 
'that the circumstance, with Hezekiah'a 
I Contemptuous expression, has been written 
Fdown for us, to warn us against the danger 
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of doing the same thing. For^ Mamma, is 
not incense burned before the images set up 
in Romish churches ? ' 

^ Constantly, my dear : it is a part of their 
regular service to do so; and the wafer 
which they call the host, and (horrible to 
say!) worship as the Iiord himsdf^ is 
honoured in this way, by the swinging of 
a pan of incense before the altar, when 
mass is celebrated.^ 

' Why don't we bum incense to God in 
our churches ?* asked Philip. 

'Because, as I told you, it was one of 
the types^ like those of sacrificing beasts, 
and sprinkling of blood, which were com- 
manded only to show forth the Lord's 
death till he came to suffer; just as our 
eating bread and drinking wine in remem- 
brance of him show forth his death until he 
shall come again to reign. We adopt the 
words of David, which I before quoted : 
''Let my prayer come before thee as in- 
cense.'' This custom, too, was wholly 
Jewish : we gentiles never had any thing to 
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do with it, except as our heathen forefathers 
used it in the worship of their idols. In the 
early Christian Church, a principal way of 
proving the constancy of the martyrs was 
to command them to burn incense before 
the statues of the false gods, and when 
they refused they were instantly put to a 
cruel death. This happened in Rome, 
under the Csesars, until the whole city 
reeked with the blood of Christ's people ; 
and the practice, like other pagan practices, 
was adopted, and is kept up to this day 
in Rome, by those who have made up a 
religion truly described in Scripture as 
the mystery of iniquity ; for it unites the 
name of Christianity with all the realities 
of genuine paganism.' 

' That is more than I knew. Mamma,' 
said Jane. ' I am sure it must be very dis- 
pleasing to God. But I remember a passage 
somewhere that foretells the burning of in- 
cense all over the world. And Mamma,' 
she added eagerly, ' I now remember Miss 
Lindsay showed it to me, and told m 
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a prophecy of all the worid turning to tihat 
religion; though^ as I did not know they 
burnt incense, I could not then see what it 
had to do with the matter/ 

Susan turned to Malaohi i. and read the 
eleventh verse ; ^^ For from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down of the same, mj 
name shall be great among the gentiles ; and 
in every place incense shall be offered unto 
my Name, and a pure offering : for my 
Name shall be great among the heathen^ 
saith the Lord of Hosts/^ 

^ Yes, that is it/ remarked Jane : ^ and if 
the Church of Rome is the only Chureh that 
bums incense, does not that look like what 
Miss Lindsay said ?' 

^ At first sight it may seem to do so, my 
love ; but when a text, any single verse or 
small portion of Scripture, is pointed out to 
you in proof of an assertion, always look at 
the context; that is, at what goes before 
and follows it. For God's word is not given 
to us in detached scraps, but in fiiU portions ; 
and to build any thing upon the little verses 
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into which, for convenient reference, oiar 
Bibles are usually divided, is as if I was to 
show you a sentence or part of a sentence in 
a letter, by way of proving what the writer 
intended the whole letter to express. Now, 
looking at the context of this text, we find 
the Lord is pleading with the corrupted 
Jewish Church, and in this place especially 
with the priests, who had quite profaned and 
polluted his ordinances, provoking him to 
alter the whole dispensation. He speaks of 
their despising His Name, in offering the 
blind, and the lame, and the sick for sacri> 
Hce, instead of the choicest and most un- 
blemished among beasts ; and doing no- 
thing, even to the shutting of the doors, or 
kindling a fire in the altar, except for pay. 
He tells them he had no pleasure in their 
services, neither would accept any more 
offerings from them, according to the law of 
ceremonies and shadows : but that he would 
extend hia Church into the whole Gentile 
world ; and instead of the refuse of their 
bulls and goats, he would have an offering 
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of ^^ incense/^ that is of prayer and praise, 
^^a pure oflFering'^ from spiritual worshippers, 
worshipping in spirit and in truth, from the 
rising to the setting sun — in other words, 
wherever the light of the sun falls. Read 
the whole of this short and most beautifrd 
book of the Prophet Malachi ; you will find 
it relates to the taking away of the first cove- 
nant, and establishing of the second, as al- 
luded to by St. Paul in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews. It is very striking, because it is 
the last book of the Old Testament, and is 
immediately followed by the history of its 
fulfilment in the first coming of our blessed 
Lord Jesus, and the making his salvation 
known to the Gentiles, who came to wor- 
ship the babe of Bethlehem. Oh how much 
do they lose who deprive themselves of a fair 
reading of these glorious prophecies ! and 
how awftil is the guilt of those who read 
them only to pick out a text here and 
there for the seeming support of a false 
doctrine ! ' 
^I thank you, my dear Mamma,' said 
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Jane: 'and I must own that when I am 
really studying the Bible, and listening to 
your's and Papa's remarks upon it, I forget 
to doubt about its being the true word of 
God: for nothing except the truth could 
be so beautiful and go so to the heart as 
it does.' 

'What are you saying, Jane?' asked 
Frederick in astonishment : ' Doubt the 
truth of the Bible ! I don't understand 
you.' 

'Why, no, brother; not exactly that; I 
never doubted that the right Bible is true, 
but what I meant was, whether this of ours 
is indeed the right Bible.' 

' So then they have actually gone the 
length of teaching you, like the poor igno- 
rant boy down yonder, to look upon this 
as a heretic book, not safe to be studied?' 
and he held out his Bible, his arm shaking 
with the emotion that flushed his face, and 
agitated his whole frame. 

' I did not say that,' replied Jane sullenly. 

'Recollect yourself, Frederick.' said his 
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mother^ who felt no less moved, though she 
concealed it better* ^Jane made a verj- 
pleasing admission of the manner in which 
tiiis precioul^ Book commends itself to the 
heart, the understanding, the conscience, 
whenever it is honestly studied. Let us 
bless God that the entrance of bis word 
hath given her a light which no crafty de- 
vice of man shall be able to extinguish/ 

^Forgive me. Mamma; and forgive me, 
Jane. I was wrong to speak so hastily: 
but I had no idea that the wickedness of 
these Prophets of Baal could go so far 
as to unsettle a child's faith in the Holy 
Scriptures for the advancement of their 
own delusions. I now see what a dreadful 
case these poor little Popish boys are in, 
who never have had any teaching at all 
out of God's book, and who are hardened 
against receiving it/ 

* Who do you mean by the Prophets of 
Baal ? ' said little Philip. 

' I mean Father Talbot, and the rest of 
that party, who teach our Christian Israel 
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to sin, to bum incense to their Nehushtans, 
and to worship their many Baal's.' 

As he uttered these words with great 
energy, his Father entered, and inquired 
what was the matter. 

Mrs. Roberts shortly informed him, on 
which he looked very grave, and seating 
himself at the table, said, ' I have been 
this morning examining into some of the 
doctrines of the Romish Church, and I must 
say that they are altogether most fearfully 
opposed to the truth as it is in Jesus; 
and that the conduct of its teachers goes 
near to justify the strong epithet bestowed 
on them by Frederick. However, let us 
not lose sight of Christian Charity, but 
remember that the more deadly the error, 
the greater claim has he who adopts it on 
our sympathy and compassion. They told 
you, Jane, that they do not render to images 
the worship due to God alone, nor actually 
address prayer to the dead f ' 

'Yes, Papa: that was what I was told. 



flThey said there i 



! two sorts of worship. 
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one only due to God alone; the other^ a 
proper respect paid to the representations 
of angels and departed saints; and also 
that the honour they do render is not to 
the image or picture^ but to that which is 
represented by it/ 

*Well: do you remember what Aaron 
and the Israelites did while Moses was ab- 
sent on the mounts receiving the tables 
of the law from God ? ^ 

^Yes^ Papa: they made a golden calf, 
and worshipped it/ 

^Worshipped what — the calf? No, they 
proclaimed a feast unto the Lord Jehovah, 
and merely used the calf as a symbol, or 
bodily representation of the Deity. It was 
not possible that they could be so mad as 
to think their own ear-rings, of which Aaron 
fashioned this image before their eyes, 
had brought them up out of Egypt. We 
will read the passage; here it is — Exodus 
xxxii. ^^And when the people saw that 
Moses delayed to come down out of the 
Mount, the people gathered themselvei^ 
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together unto Aaron, and said unto him. 
Up, make us goda which shall go before 
us ; for as for this Moses, the man that 
brought U3 up out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him. And 
Aaron stud unto them, Break off the golden 
ear-rings, which are in the ears of your 
wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, 
and bring them unto me. And all the 
people brake off the golden ear-rings which 
were in their ears, and brought them unto 
Aaron, And he received them at their 
hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, 
after he had made it a molten calf; and 
they said. These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built 
an altar before it; and Aaron made procla- 
mation, and said. To-morrow is a feast to 
the Lord." You see, my dear child, this 
last word is in large capitals ; in the original 
it is Jehovah : that great and awfiil name 
by which the Most High God made himself 
known to Israel, and which cannot by any 
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possibility be applied to any created being 
nrhatsoever. Now^ Jane^ reflect^ and answer 
me this question — if a man had come and 
inquired of Aaron and the Israelites, in the 
midst of their feast, To whom are ye doing 
honour ? Whom do ye worship ? Would 
they not have replied. We are worshipping 
Jehovah, our God, who brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt ? ' 

^ Yes, Papa, I suppose so/ 

'And do you believe that they thought 
this lump of gold which had just before 
dangled from their own ears, was that 
Almighty One whose voice they had only 
lately heard speaking out of the flame, and 
darkness, and thunderings upon the Mount?' 

' That is quite impossible. Papa. I should 
rather suppose that t^ey thought the Lord 
had come into the image, and was, some- 
how, present there/ 

'Exactly so: but now look again at the 
chapter for a few minutes, and tell me 
whether they might possibly be right, or 
whether they were guilty of gross idolatry/ 
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Jane read the chapter to herself, very 
attentively, and then said, 'I s» 
that it was very great and wicked idolatry ; 
for the Lord himself says to Moses, "They 
have made them a molten calf, and have 
worshipped it" not Him, " and have a 
ficed thereunto," not unto him: and as the 
Lord knew the thought of every man's' 
heart, he must have seen it so. And then, 
too, the dreadful punishment that was 
directly sent, by commanding three thou- 
sand men to be slain by their own brethren, 
shows what a great sin they had com- 
mitted.' 

'Well: now tell me in what does the 
account, given you by the Romish priest 
of the sort of worship that they pay to 
their graven images, differ from this. They 
shape out a crucifix or cross, with a human 
figure upon it ; and to this they bow down, 
to this they lift their hands and eyes, on 
this they fix their regards, while praying 
to Jesus Christ, whom it is supposed to 
represent ; nay, they address prayers and 
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sing hymns to the cross itself^ without the 
figure of the man^ calling upon it^ by its 
actual name of wood, and tree, to help, 
to sanctify, to save them. Is this idolatry, 
or is it not?^ 

Jane hung her head: all the wicked 
doubts so artfully suggested respecting her 
Protestant Bible rose up to mind. She 
turned over the leaves, and was silent. 
Happily, her Father suspected the cause 
of her hesitation, and said, — ^I am aware 
that you have been taught to look with 
suspicion, on the pure and holy book before 
you. Alas, my unhappy child! Never- 
theless, this impious perverter and defamer 
of God's eternal truth, this shameless 
Apostacy, shall not so escape. Out of 
her own mouth will I condemn her.' He 
rose, with a look of indignation not often 
seen on his countenance, and going to his 
study, brought back a volume which he 
placed before Jane, saying, — ^ I am indebted 
to the care of others for the possession of 
this book, which some Christian more faith- 
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ful than I have been, probably my revered 
father, left among my collection, marked in 
various places to exhibit the teaching of 
that system. It is the Douay Bible — the 
authorized version of the Pope's own church, 
used by the Romish Priesthood, and re- 
cognised by them as the word of God. 
Take it, and read their account of the 
matter.' 

Jane took it most eagerly : she found 
the chapter, and voluntarily read aloud what 
differed merely in a few words from the 
other version, not in the least affecting the 
sense. She then, with an anxious face, 
turned to the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 
and having read the Second Commandment 
there, she burst into tears, saying, "They 
are wicked deceivers; they showed me a 
catechism, where this commandment was 
left out, and the tenth divided into two, 
to make up the number ; and they told me 
that Protestants had added the one which 
forbids making images. No wonder they 
keep even their own Bible away from tlie 
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people^ when it contradicts them so to their 
facel' 

Jane did not weep alone : tears of thank* 
fulness stole from the eyes of her parents ; 
and Sarah^ clasping her round the neck^ 
exclaimed^ ^ Then you won't any more doubt 
the precious Bible^ or think that we want 
the help of these crafty men to twist and 
misrepresent what they cannot quite take 
away?* 

^No^ Sister, I won't: more harm was 
done to me than I knew of, by their cunning 
talk ; but I begin to see it all now. Papa, 
is this a true translation of God's word?' 

^ No, my dear, it is full of lies. Besides 
having the nonsensical and blasphemous 
apocryphal books scattered through it, the 
meaning of the original is knowingly dis- 
torted in many places. In this very com- 
mandment you do not seem to have noticed 
that the words ^^ Thou shalt not bow down 
to them" are left out; and now see what 
a notable example they have given us in 
the patriarch Jacob: look at Hebrews xi. 
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21. Sarah read, "By fiiith Jacob dying 
blessed each of the sona of Joseph, aod 
adored the top of his rod."' 

' Stop,' said Frederick, * I must see that 
^dth my own eyes,' 

They all looked at it: and then at the 
reference to Genesis xlviii, 15, where nothing 
of the sort appeared, and great was their 
indignation. 

'Jane,' said her Father, 'did you hear any 
thing about penance r if so, what is it ?' 

' I heard much of it. Papa : it is the doing 
or soiFering something ordered by the priest. 
Madamoiselle had a penance while I was 
there — I believe for having once staid, when 
she could not help it, to family prayers. 
She had to repeat a great many times over 
some of her own prayers ; and if she had not 
done it as fast as her tongue could go, she 
would have been half the day at work at it. 
Miss Lindsay is doing penance, by good 
works, because of her having to conceal her 
rehgion. I confess I did not Uke that, for 
good works are a duty, and when we have 
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done all we are commanded^ supposing we 
could do all^ we are to own ourselves unpro- 
fitable servants. Certainly their penances 
lire very much like keeping an account book 
against God/ 

' Rights my girl : now look here, in this 
Popish Bible, and read aloud what I show 
you/ 

Jane read as he pointed ; and it stood 
thus : — Matt. iii. 1, 2. *^ And in those days 
Cometh John the Baptist preaching in the 
desert of Judea, and saying, Do penance : 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.'' 
Verse 8. *^ Bring forth therefore fruit worthy 
of penance.'' iv. 17« " From that time 
Jesus began to preach, and to say. Do pe- 
itance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
Luke xiii. 3 and 5. " No, I say to you : 
but unless you shall do penance you shall all 
likewise perish." Acts ii. 38. *^ And Peter 
said to them. Do penance and be baptized 
every one of you in the Name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins." 

^ So much for a small specimen of honest 
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translation, which Frederick may compare 
with the original Greek,' ohserved Mr. 
Roberts : ' and the notes appended to these 
pages are so framed as to explain away some 
of the most important doctrines and precepts 
of God's word, while they cunningly bring 
in most anti- scriptural errors. I have not 
yet done more than just to look over some 
particular parts of tlie sacred volume, as here 
prepared for the disciples, or rather for the 
priesthood of Rome, each of whom is sworn 
in the most awfully solemn manner to be- 
lieve and to teach aa his Church believes 
and teaches, and no otherwise. So that a 
man cannot even bring these notes to the 
test of his own judgment or examine how 
far they agree with God's word, without 
committing perjury ! Well is the system 
described as the mystery of iniquity ; and 
fearful it is to think how near it was to in- 
Tolving one of our own little lambs in its 
terrible net ! Jane, you must live in prayer 
to God, and in watchfulness against the 
enemy who, young as you are, has sought to 
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make you a prey. Indeed the young are in 
a special manner his objects, for he knows 
the value of that early prime which they are 
so loth to dedicate to God, and covets them 
as valuable agents in his work of universal 
destruction.' 

Jane seemed greatly touched : after a 
pause she said, ' I hope indeed, Papa, that 
I am thankful to God and to you for my 
escape. But cannot you do any thing for 
poor Catharine Walker ? It is better I 
should be blamed for betraying what has 
passed than that she should be destroyed. 
I would like you to let her Father know 
what is going on, for Ma'amselle Dupuis is 
at her all day long about religion, and she is 
easily led.' 

Mr. Roberts considered for a moment, 
and after commending Jane's willingness to 
incur reproach rather than connive at what 
was wrong, he said he would himself go over 
to Grove House, and show Mr. Walker the 
danger his child was placed in. 

* And what of our infant colony here. Sir i' 
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asked Frederick. ' Are we to have a Popish 

settlement in the heart of our village J' 

' I fear we cannot prevent it. They have 
an undouhted right to choose their own ha- 
bitation and all we can do is earnestly to 
seek their welfare ; by every kind and Chris- 
tian means striving to win them into the 
way of peace. Frederick, do you remember 
what the Clergyman said, who preached a 
controversial sermon here, on the efforts 
now making to inundate the land with 
Popish error ?' 

' He said the country lay mapped out be- 
fore them, every little hamlet being an ob- 
ject of strict scrutiny to see whether it might 
not afford an opening for the introduction of 
some leaven and so by degrees become an 
important station. He mentioned that it 
was a common practice first to establish a 
few famihes of their own persuasion in a 
place, or to bring over some of our own 
neglected cottagers to profess their creed : 
then to wait on the gentry around and in 
other places, for contributions to a small 
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school for the children of their communion^ 
and having then trapped^ by cheap terms^good 
teaching; and a great profession of liberality^ 
several pupils of our persuasion, to go oa 
proselytizing while they build a chapel with 
money begged from the Protestant dupes^ 
when perhaps they had not reaUy a dozen 
disciples to assemble there. The chapel is 
opened with much pomp and show; and the 
same persons who helped to build it come 
to admire the edifice, to enjoy the music, 
and to hear the sermon, whi^h is always a 
very crafty, smooth discourse, intended to 
do away with prejudices by representing 
Popery as a very different thing from what 
we know it to be. In this way, he said, 
they had not only spread over a wide tract 
of country but had very much strengthened 
their cause, and weakened the hands of 
their consistent opponents.' 

^ Even so, by little and little, did idolatry 
preep in, troubling the camp of Israel, and 
provoking the vengeance of the Lord. For 
their sin in Solomon's days who suffered 
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the idols of Zidon of Moab and of Atnmon, 
to be worshipped by his people, ten tribes 
were rent from the sceptre of Judab : Je- 
roboam's state poUcy in keeping the 
separated tribes from going to Jerusalem 
to worship, by setting up the old abonii- 
nation of the golden calf in Bethel and in 
Dan, corrupted them wholly ; and while 
now and then a good king was given to 
Judah to bring them back for a while to 
the Lord, Israel went on in the ways of 
gross idolatry, adding to the multitude of 
her groves and idols, until wicked Ahab 
suffered his wife Jezebel to bring in Baal, 
the abomination of the Zidonians to whose 
corrupt worship the whole people turned, 
with the exception of that chosen remnant 
reserved of God, and known to Him alone. 
Thus in righteous judgment does the Lord 
suffer men to proceed to their own and 
their country's destruction, who will not 
turn at his mild rebuke, and forsake their 
iniquities. Drought and famine prolonged 
to a fearful extent were the punishment 
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of their rebellion ; yet a miracle was needed 
to convince them that Jehovah, not Baal 
was their God.' 

'And even so,' remarked Mrs. Roberta, 
'they were convinced only, not converted: 
for we find a great multitude of open wor- 
shippers ready to throng to the temple of 
Baal when summoned by Jehu ; and after 
all these judgments and mercies Israel 
continued to revolt against God, turning 
to every idol that was set before them, 
until their provocations could no longer be 
borne, and they were blotted out from 
under heaven as a distinct people, centuries 
before Judah's cup of iniquity was full,' 

'Blotted out. Mamma!' said Sarah; 
'sorely Israel is not blotted out.' 

'As a distinct people I said, my dear. 
The ten tribes were carried away captive, 
as you know, and scattered over the face 
of the earth, and mingled with other nations 
in such a way as to make it impossible for 
us to discover them now. To God they 
are all known, and He will undoubtedly 
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set His hand to recover them from all 
countries whither He has driven them, and 
plant them again in their own land. Until 
that blessed day arrives, though the dis- 
persed of Judah dwell in the midst of us, 
and are known and acknowledged as such in 
every kingdom of the world, still the out^ 
casts of Israel remain concealed, under a 
blot that none but the hand of the Highest 
can wipe away, Judah was so reclaimed by 
means of the Babylonish captivity as never 
to have fallen into idol-worship since their 
restoration; nay, the idolatry of the Ro- 
manist improperly called a Christian 
Church, is at this day the greatest stum- 
bling-block in their path, teaching them to 
abhor the rehgion of Jesus, associated as 
they beheve it to be with image- worship, 
and the mass,' 

' In every point of view,' said Mr. Roberts, 
•I see my way of duty plain. As a father, 
I have hazarded my child's soul by neg- 
lecting to arm her against the wiles of 
this enemy: as an Enghshman, I am con- 



120 FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH. 

mving at the desolation of my country by 
making no stand against the progress of 
tiiat sin which ruined Israel : as a Christian^ 
I am suffering the Holy Name of Christ to 
be blasphemed alike by Jew and Infidel, 
through its connexion with this Anti- 
ehristian system, and looking coldly on, 
while God's heritage is betrayed into the 
hands of the spoiler. Henceforth I will 
strive to act up to these convictions so long 
stifled, and now so thoroughly awakened by 
finding the enemy at, or rather within my 
own door. To-morrow I purpose starting 
for our friend's house ; and you, Frederick, 
with your Mother's help will look after the 
proceedings of our new neighbours. Jane, 
do you expect any more letters from your 
Bomish friends ?' 

' No, Papa : and if any come I will give 
them to Mamma.' 

^ Do so : and now my children, listen to 
me. Against all the wiles of the devil, of 
whatsoever kind, there is but one defence, 
and that is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 



PALSEHOOD AND TttDTH. 121 

Reason may reject a vain and foolish sys- 
tem; honest principle may recoil from im- 
moral practices based upon that system, an 
acquaintance with the Bible, as an inspired 
book, may enable you to point out the 
details in which it stands most opposed to 
the law of truth, but reason, principle, head- 
knowledge are alilce unavailing to contend 
with the workings of Satan in a deceived 
heart, where he holds sway until Christ 
himself casts him out. If you be not living 
the life of iaith, you are powerless against 
all assaults as a dead body is : if you do 
not see in the Lamb of God a sacrifice and 
propitiation for all your sins, you will be 
always prone to seek other saviours. If 
you have not a sweet assurance that the 
robe of His righteousness will cover alike 
your evil and your good, a. sense of your 
nakedness will often prevail to send you in 
quest of such "filthy rags" as you can manu- 
facture out of your own supposed merits. If 
Jesus Christ, your all-sufficient Mediator, 
entered within the vail, and appearing in 
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the presence of God for you, is not the 
anchor of your soul, you will be driven 
about with every wind of doctrine, and 
buffeted by every wave of adversity. I 
hare laboured, my beloved children, to 
bring you up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord ; and every day shows me more 
plainly than the last did that nothing else is 
a sure foundation in any time, especially in 
the trying times at which we are arrived. 
But remember though your dear Mother 
and I may instruct your minds, we cannot 
convert your souls : though we may and do 
point out Jesus to you, and say, "Behold 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world," we cannot enable you to 
lay the burden of your sins upon the head 
of that spotless sacrifice. Though we may 
assure you on Divine authority that the 
Holy Ghost is the Teacher who alone can 
guide you into all truth, and that He is 
given to all who humbly ask the gift, we 
cannot force a prayer for his influence from 
your secret heart. Though we may talk 
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perpetually to you of the love of Him who 
gave his own Son to die for your transgres- 
sions, and who makes believers his children, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
it is not for us to send the Spirit of adoption 
into your hearts, whereby you can call him 
Abba, Father. Strive, then, for yourselves, 
that you may ent«r the strait gate, and find 
the narrow way, and keep it unto the end : 
for it will avail you nothing to stand as a 
rock against any particular form of error, 
if you do not stand fixed upon the eternal 
rock of gospel truth.' 

The young people stood in reverent 
attention while their Father thus addressed 
them, and their Mother's silent prayer 
ascended for a blessing on every word he 
spoke. They then, severally, promised to 
seek the Lord each for himself or herself, 
and thanked him for his care over their 
souls. It was a solemn hour of devout 
thankfulness and trembhng joy, for the 
peril had been very great to which poor 
Jane was exposed and there was reason 
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to fear that more harm had been done to 
her young friend at Grove House; while Miss 
Lindsay^ it was clear^ had wholly apostatized 
and was secretly, under the name of a 
Protestant, working among her youthful 
friends the deceitful work of Popery. Mr. 
Roberts was fully resolved to expose the 
whole device, and when on the following 
morning he set forth, he found himself 
embarked, with a right good will, on what 
promised to be a sea of rather stormy con- 
troversy. *I wish I knew more of the 
matter,^ thought he : * I have greatly neg- 
lected paying an equal regard to those 
parts of the Bible which especially bear 
on this subject, though the very fact of 
their being many such passages ought to 
have convinced me that the subject was 
by no means one of hght importance in the 
Lord's sight. If I fall in now with any 
of those priests, I am badly armed for the 
conflict : but I will trust and not be afraid 
for if He gives me the desire to contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
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the saints, He will aid me in an unequ&l 
contest. Unequal every way ; for if they 
excel me in all points of requisite human 
learning and acquaintance with the par- 
ticular subject, still how much greater is 
He who is for me than all that can be 
against me! With the help of my God, I 
can discomfit a host : with the help of ray 
God, I can overleap any wall of Antichrist's 
building.' 

When he arrived at Grove House, which 
was distant nearly a day's journey, he 
found Mr. Walker had dined out; and 
being ushered into the drawing-room was 
received by Catharine and her Governess. 
They put away rather hastily a hook over 
which they were poring when he entered, 
and expressed much pleasure at his unex- 
pected visit, hoping Mr. Walker would 
very shortly be home. Having answered 
all due inquiries, Mr. Roberts commenced 
in turn making some of Catharine. 

'Jane has charged me with many kind 
messages,' he said, 'and wishes to hear a 
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great deal about her friends in this part of 
the world. How and where is your good 
Aunt^ to whose care she was committed/ 

The Governess^ a spruce^ brisk little 
Frenchwoman^ who seemed rather desirous 
of keeping Catharine silent, answered for 
her that her Aunt, whose indisposition had 
kept her so much to her room during Jane's 
yisit, had been compelled to try a more 
southern latitude, and was then sojourning 
in Devonshire. Mr. Roberts was not sony 
to have an excuse for closely observing 
Madamoiselle, therefore he addressed his 
farther interrogatories to her. 

' And may I ask how the family at .the 
Park are going on?' 

'What family, Sir?' 

'The Lindsays.' 

^Oh, I was not aware you knew them/ 
replied Madamoiselle Dupuis ; while Cathar- 
rine coloured. 'They are all quite well.* 

'Personally I do not know them: I 
made the inquiry on Jane's behalf. But 
of course a family with whom my daughter 



FALSEHOOD AND TBtTTH. 

has contracted a great intimacy cannot be 
wholly indifferent to me.' 

' All ! they were extremely fond of dear 
tittle Jane : as indeed every body was : 
and when Mrs. Selby was too unwell to 
leave her room. Miss Roberts went two 
or three times with us to call at the 
Park.' 

'And once with me for a visit,' added 
Catharine hastily. 

'Indeed, my dear! Oh, yes I remember 
it now; but I had forgotten,' said the 
Governess, whose easy effrontery strength- 
ened Mr, Roberta in his determination not 
to spare her a full exposure. He however, 
only addressed Catharine: 'I lament the 
continued illness of your excellent Aunt, 
my dear girl : the loss of her maternal cares 
over you must be severely felt by you no 
less than her valuable counsel and society 
are by your Father. But, Catharine, you 
are now old enough to be his companion 
— his friend: and you doubtless prize the 
privilege of supplying to him, in some 
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degree the loss of those whom death 01^ 
sickness has removed from his side/ 

' I wish to do so^ Sir/ answered Catha- 
rine, in a faltering voice. 

^ Happily, it is one of those cases where 
the wish, accompanied as I trust your's 
is by fervent prayer, secures its own ac- 
complishment. When we sincerely wish 
to make those happy who truly love us^ 
we can hardly fail to do so. A Father's 
heart will needs rejoice when he sees his 
child, his only one, devoted to the task 
of brightening his widowed days: seeking 
to share his burdens, to soothe his anxieties^ 
to lighten his cares — gladdening his heart 
by reposing in him the full confidence of 
hers, looking to him for the guidance she 
so much needs, and making him continually 
feel that he has a work to do on earth 
the rich fruits of which you will together 
reap in the blessed eternity on which your 
pious Mother entered when she bequeathed 
you, an unconscious babe, to his arms; at 
once to soothe his grief, to rouse his ener- 
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^esj and, as I hope you now do, to shine 
as a httle star of comfort in his otherwise 
desolate home.' 

Catharine tremhled beneath the scruti- 
nizing eye that was fixed on hers, while 
his words, and the tone in which he uttered 
them, almost drew tears from her. He 
looked at her for a moment in silence; 
then turning to her teacher said, — 'Yours, 
Madam, is a task of no ordinary responsi- 
bility: I hope you daily and hourly ask 
wisdom from above, to fulfil it as in the 
sight of Him to whom all hearts be open^ 
all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid.' 

'Oh, yes; I am a poor, sinful creature, 
and I'm sure I feel it my duty to do that. 
Mr. Walker, I am glad to say, is highly 
satisfied with me, and, of course, he knows 
best whether I do my duty by his daughter.' 

At this moment the master of the house 
came in, and expressed great delight at 
finding his old friend seated by the fire side. 
Mr. Roberta observed fliat while they con- 
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versed together^ the Governess spoke long 
to Catharine in a whisper^ and with an 
expression of countenance by no means 
agreea})le. After some time^ Mr. Walker 
said, ' I wished for you this evening, Uttle 
thinking how near you were. I dined with 
a neighbour a few miles off, and got in-» 
volved in a debate where your superior 
knowledge of Scripture would have helped 
me; for certainly I was on the right side 
of the argument, though a very incapable 
advocate of what I knew to be truth.' 

^ And what, may I ask, was the subject ?' . 

^Why,' replied Mr. Walker, smiling, ^it 
is rather a delicate one to introduce just 
now; for though Ma'amselle is, in fact, a 
Protestant, and almost by profession too> 
yet as she was educated in another religion 
it seems hardly fair to speak out before her 
gn a controversy between the two.* 

' Pardon me^ my friend : if Madamoiselle 
Dupuis has quitted the system under which 
she was educated, we are bound to believe 
that a conscientious assurance of its un- 
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soundness induced her so to do j and what- 
ever may tend to strengthen that assurance, 
will but confirm her in the right way: if 
she be halting between two opinions, any 
testimony calculated to decide her mind is 
doubly important; and if it could be that 
she were at heart stiU bigoted to long- 
cherished errors' 

' Oh you may spare yourself the trouble 
of following up that supposition,' said Mr. 
Walker, interrupting him with another smile, 
'that at any rate is not the case. I am 
enough in my young friend's confidence to 
know that she is almost, if not altogether, 

'Nearer the altogether than the almost,' 
said Madamoiselle, complacently j and Mr. 
Roberts was glad to see Catharine look 
distressed and dissatisfied when she heard 
the untruth so deliberately uttered. 

' Well,' said Mr. Walker, ' my neighbour 
Lindsay is a man of unbounded hospitality, 
inviting all within his reach to share it. 
You knowthe great Roman Catholic establish* 
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ment near B • Some of the ecclesiastics 

are very accomplished^ agreeable men^ and 
great favourites at the Park. To-day^ two of 
them happened to dine there; and among 
others^ we also had a strange guest, a Cler« 
gyman^ who managed to introduce the sub- 
ject of our religious distinctions. I say 
managed; for from the moment he dis- 
covered what neighbours he had Mien in 
with^ he kept a hawk^s eye upon them^ evi- 
dently longing to pounce. More than once 
did he throw down a gauntlet which they 
evaded taking up; and to say truth the 
general feeling was wholly against our 
Clerical Champion^ nobody liking to have 
a social party ruffled by the angry breezes 
of controversial discussion. At last he said 
something which seemed greatly to strike 
Lindsay's eldest daughter^ a fine sensible 
young woman; for she addressed a query 
to him in a very anxious tone. I think 
his remark related to the full and free jus- 
tification of believers through the imputa- 
tion of Christ's righteousness to them. 



FALSEHOOD AND TRUTH. 



133 



However, the young lady's question, and 
the very emphatic reply of this zealous 
stranger, seemed to rouse the other party — 
ashamed, perhaps, that a girl should be 
more forward than themselves in a matter 
concerning the faith of their Church. So 
one of them spoke; but in a way that I 
could not think honest j for he strove to 
reconcile diiferences which, if they were 
reconcileable, left his Church in perse- 
cuting days wholly without a palliation, 
since they were points on which the Pro- 
testant Martyrs of this and every other 
country were Openly condemned to death. 
This being placed in a very strong light by 
his opponent, the priest then shifted his 
groiind, disclaiming most pathetically in his 
own name, and in that of his Church, all 
severe and persecuting doctrines, attributing 
the cruelties of former days to the spirit 
of a barbarous age : and more than hinting 
that if history were less partial, we should 
find the balance running high against Pro- 
i the score of persecuting 
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hatred. He was warmly supported by his 
brother priest: and when they had both 
said their say^ our Champion opened on 
them such a battery of decrees^ bulls^ 
creeds^ anathemas — ^all unrepealed^ and in 
full foree at this day, that nothing was left 
to the other party but a general denial of 
his accuracy, which they imdertook to dis- 
prove, if only they had their library within 
reach. He then offered to meet them at 
any time and place themselves might ap- 
point, to permit them the free use of aU 
their books, to substantiate his charges, and 
having done so, to prove from the Bible 
alone that the Church, whose picture he had 
drawn, was the great Antichrist of Scripture* 
This offer they declined ; and as he had to 
proceed on his journey, he soon left us* 
When he was gone, a general burst of 
indignation against his uncharitable spirit 
and unmannerly proceeding followed, ex- 
cept from one old gentleman and my« 
self; and when the priests took great 
pains to show off a striking contrast of 
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humility and liberality, neither of which 
do I believe they possessed one atom of, 
we put in a word for the absent offender, 
which brought on a rather warm, though 
desultory argument ; for we could not follow 
their doublings and turnings as the other 
had done. After the ladies withdrew, an 
event that evidently afforded no small satis- 
faction to the priests, we resumed it, our 
adversaries suddenly taking high ground, 
and claiming for their Church all that su- 
premacy, infallibility, and so forth, could 
confer. Whether the wine had warmed 
them, or the subject, or both, I don't know; 
but they certainly gave us to understand 
that tlie time was not far distant when we 
must all fall into their ranks and admit 
their authority. Some who had been loud 
in condemning the Protestant Clergyman, 
looked grave at this; and some wore an 
aspect of downright defiance. However, 
Lindsay broke it up, and 1 soon after left the 
house, a better Protestant than I entered it.* 
During this long history Madamoiselle ■ 
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had made tw6 or three attempts to 
Catharine's attention by some whispered 
commmiications respecting their embroidery^ 
but these Mr. Roberts took care to baffle. 
When his friend concluded, he expressed in 
strong terms his approval of the Clergyman^s 
conduct, as a noble exhibition of faithfulness 
under difficult circumstances. Mr. Walker 
observed, ^ Why, I thought you were quite 
opposed to these controversies.^ 

^ I was so : but events connected with my 
own family and immediate neighbourhood 
have altered my opinion. I now desire no- 
thing so much as the dragging into open day 
all principles, all practices, of the opposite 
party.' 

While saying this, he looked steadily at 
the Governess, the change in whose counte- 
nance was very perceptible. Mr. Walker^ 
however, did not heed it, for he was one of 
those who take it for granted that all goes 
on well about them, until some great event 
startles them out of their security. The 
hour for family worship having arrived. 
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Madamoiselle quitted the apartment, Mr. 
Walker observing to his guest that delicacy 
for any lingering prejudices, on the scoFe 
of her former religion, prevented his ever 
inviting her to remain ; but that he had no 
doubt she would shortly desire to do so. 
Prayer being concluded, and Catharine 
having retired for the night, Mr. Roberts at 
once and fully acquainted his friend with 
the discoveries made. 

Mr. Walker's astonishment was so great 
as almost to deprive him of speech : he 
gazed and listened like a man who doubts 
whether his senses are not deceiving him ; 
and at last broke forth, * Must I believe all 
this f Is such a work of wickedness going 
on under my own roof, and my own child 
the victim ? Surely not : surely your Uttle 
Jane has fancied more than exists. As 
to the Lindsays' — he paused, then added, 
' What I observed to-day of the effect pro- 
duced on the priests by Mary Lindsay in- 
quiring into the doctrine of imputed righte- 
ousness does indeed very strongly bear out 
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that part of the atory. Madamoiselle was 
her Governess too — and has been the 
chief link between us, for we were scarcely 
acqiudnted before. Certainly, thero is much 
intercourse going on with Mary Lindsay of 
late — and now 1 remember I was asked to 
contribute to enable such a family as you 
describe to seek a settlement elsewhere, but 
I neither knew what they were or whither 
they were going. Roberts, my mind mis- 
gives me sorely ! I fear there may be more 
in this than I am willing to see ; and you 
must help me through it, and counsel me 
what to do for my girl — my poor motherless 

giri !' 

^ My dear friend, to the utmost that a 
Christian man can do for his brother, you 
may command me. If such were not my 
feeling, I should not have come here. Your 
Sister Selby's absence is to be regretted; 
but we have One ever present who both can 
and will aid us.' 

^ My Sister,' said Mr. Walker, ^ has not 
been with us for months. In fact I have 
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suspected, and now I see many reasons for 
believing, that a sort of coolness has been 
induced between us through some under- 
hand proceeding. This Frenchwoman never 
liked her ; never even seemed to do so : and 
Catharine's affection for her has diminished 
ever since Dupuis came to the house. I 
wish I had never taken a foreigner under 
my roof!' 

* I wish so too : but our present business 
is to repair what is done, not to repine over 
it. From your knowledge of the Lindsays, 
what do you consider the best step to be 
taken with regard to them f 

' I hardly can say. Lindsay is wholly a 
man of the world, and would view his daugh- 
ter's change only as it affected his own credit 
and authority ; his wife has, according to 
your account, connived at it. They would 
storm a little, and then acquiesce. The best 
plan would be to talk to Mary herself; she 
is a nice girl, and would listen to reason.* 

' She has acted a very dishonourable part 
towards both of us, I must say ; but what 
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better fruit could a tree like Popery be ex- 
pected to bear ? We must seek her good^ 
while endeavouring to turn from our own 
children the evils that threaten them through 
her perversion : but how shall we see 
her?' 

Mr. Walker rang the belL ^ Is not Miss 
Lindsay in the habit of coming here early in 
the morning ?' he asked of the servant, who 
hesitated, and on his Master demanding why 
he did so^ replied, ^ I believe she is. Sir/ 

^ You believe ! It is your duty to know 
who comes to my house/ 

^ I was not sure, Sir, what answer to give, 
because Miss Lindsay does not come into 
the house. She walks in the shrubbery, and 
Miss Catharine and Ma'amselle go to her 
there, and she goes back to breakfast. She 
usually comes oti horseback.' 

* Very well : there is nothing wrong in it, 
but you must answer more readUy when I 
question you.* The servant retired, and he 
continued, ^ Now, if you are not too much 
fatigued for early rising, we will ride out and 
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meet this yoirng lady betimes. What will 
you say to her ?* 

' I shall plainly ask her whether the facts 
that I have heard respecting her correspon- 
dence with my own child are true ; and if 
so, I shall set before her the wrong she is 
doing both to her and to me. You, I suppose, 
will inquire as to the religion and present 
conduct of your daughter's Governess, and 
lay such restrictions on future intercourse as 
may tend to avert the mischief — or rather to 
arrest its course. This will be the straights 
forward way, best befitting honest men, and 
truth-tellers. I see the beauty of plain- 
deaUng more and more, by the ugly con- 
trast now before our eyes.' 

'Ay,' said Mr. Walker, 'so do I. The 
conduct of that excellent clergyman in not 
allowing any minor considerations of man's 
opinion, or the hollow forms of worldly 
ceremony to deter him from declaring his 
Master's mind, where he very well knew it 
would be highly unacceptable, has opened 
my eyes more than you can suppose. But 
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for what preceded it^ your kind visit or at 
least the object of it^ would have been but 
coldly received: in fact, this French lady 
has acquired a sort of influence here that 
might have enabled her to triumph over 
poor little Janets testimony^ had I not heard 
what I did at the Park to-day^ from those 
wily priests: and surely I never should 
have heard it but for his faithfulness/ 

The next morning proved bright; and 
at the expected hour Miss Lindsay made 
her appearance attended by a servant* On 
meeting the two gentlemen^ she seemed a 
little embarrassed^ and still more so when^ 
Mr. Roberts having been introduced^ they 
turned their horses^ heads and rode with 
her towards the demesne. At the lodge^ 
Mn Walker said, ^I believe you usually 
dismount here: we will do the same, and 
with your permission accompany you in 
your walk/ She could not object, and 
after proceeding a little way, Mr. Roberts 
addressed her. 

*My young friend, we have no wish to 
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invest this meeting with a false appearance : 
it is not accidental, nor is its object unim- 
portant to either of lis. We are all deeply, 
seriously, enterested in it : and of the three 
perhaps yourself the most so. I, as the 
father of little Jane Roberts, have much at 
stake ; our friend here, as the father of 
Catharine Walker, and the head of a Pro- 
testant household, more exposed than mine 
is to deceitful practices, is more so : but 
you Miss Lindsay, individually wrapped as 
I fear you are in the snare of the fowler, 
have your own soul endangered. It is there- 
fore no time for any of us to trifle,' 

Mr, Walker, kindly pressing the arm 
that violently trembled within hia, added, 
'And on our part no feeling exists that is 
not affectionate towards you.' 

' None,' said Mr. Roberts : ' and we have 
chosen this to secure a private interview 
with you as well to avoid any abrupt public 
disclosure as to prevent any interference 
from other quarters. And now, Miaa 
Lindsay, permit me plainly to ask your 
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object in writing as you have done to my 
daughter?* 

The young lady hesitated but for a ma« 
ment^ then said^ 'I have acted^ Sir^ upon 
that principle which your religion no less 
than my own recognises of doing unto 
others as I would they should do unto me.' 

^Then we are to imderstand that you 
avow yourself a Romanist?' 

^ My letter^ Sir^ must have informed you 
that I have been converted to the Catiholic 
faith.' 

^ Alas^ no ! you have been perverted from 
it. But I did not see your letter^ Miss 
Lindsay: my little girl punctually obeyed 
your directions and by reading it thrice 
before she destroyed it was enabled so to 
retain its purport as to give a faithflil 
accoimt of the contents.' 

^ It was a mean^ deceitful trick to do so/ 
said the young lady angrily. 

^ Pardon me ; there was no trick on her 
side. The device took effect, or would have 
done so had not God most mercifully inter- 
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posed. By His Providence, a clue was 
obtained, during the hour of her Mother's 
Scriptural iiistractions ; a meeting between 
my eldest son and the little Rob son's 
strengthened the suspicion ; and the way 
of truth in which my children have been 
brought up rendered a lie too difficult for 
Jane to persist in one. From first to last 
no trick was practised, save that which you 
suggested to the child, who is now, I trust, 
perfectly delivered from the snare ; and the 
object of my visit here is to acquaint my 
friend with the danger that hangs over his 
daughter.' 

'The rescue you mean, Sir,' said the 
young lady ; ' her danger consists in remain- 
ing in a lalse, heretical church, out of which 
we hope to see her delivered.' 

' I like your present frankness. Miss Lind- 
say ; it is more characteristic of the young 
Englishwoman than your former proceeding. 
Oh that you may yet have grace to hate every 
false way ; and loving the law of God to 
return to the path of His commandments !' 
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'Amen/ said Mr. Walker : 'and now my 
dear young friend let me ask you what are 
the real sentimenta of Madamoiselle in re- 
ligion?^ 

' You had better hear them from herself^ 
Sir : I do not wish to interfere/ 

'She professes herself a Protestant in 
hearty looking to the Scriptures for in-< 
struction/ 

'And I avow myself a Catholic^ humbly 
resting upon God^ through the intervention 
of his most holy Church, which he has 
made the depository of all knowledge and 
all power/ 

At this moment, turning an angle in the 
walk, they met Catharine and her Governess^ 
to whom Miss Lindsay immediately said^ 
'Madamoiselle Dupuis, I have been required 
to give an account of your religious belief: 
but have referred to yourself for a statement 
of it/ 

' Dear me, how odd ! Mr. Walker knows 
it, and I don't see what business it is of 
any other persons/ 
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' So far as I know it,* observed that gen- 
tleman, 'you are convinced that Protest- 
antism is the rehgion of the Bible, and 
prepared to make shortly an open con- 
fession of it.' 

* That is true,' answered she. 

' And does Miss Lindsay know it ?' 

'Ob, I am very fond of dear Miss 
Lindsay; but I don't tell her every thing. 
We seldom or never talk about religion, 
that being no part of my duty with my 
pupils.' 

' I am bound to believe what you say, 
Madamoiselle,' remarked Mr. Walker: 'for 
of course 1 would not retain under my roof 
for an hour one whom I believed capable 
of uttering a deliberate untruth and in the 
presence of the young person whose mind 
she is entrusted to form. Still, as a matter 
of too much importance to be lightly dis- 
missed, I must inquire farther on the 
subject.' Then turning to Miss Lindsay 
he addressed her with great earnestness. 
'You have, by your own confession, forsaken 
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the religion in which you were brought up ; 
and you assure me that it was with a view 
to the salvation of your soul. Taught as 
you have been, it is hardly possible that you 
should so soon have lost all honourable 
feeling, so soon have become wholly blinded 
to the guilt of a deliberate lie, so soon have 
utterly forsaken the plain path as well of 
moral as of spiritual rectitude, that you can 
with steady eye, and unblushing front, con- 
firm a falsehood; and that too in the 
presence of a young girl, who, if it be one, 
knows it to be so. Speak, Miss Lindsay; 
do you believe what this lady has said 
respecting her religious views to be the 
fact ?' 

^I have already told you, Mr. Walker, 
that I wish to answer for no one but myself. 
1 am not ashamed to avow the religion that 
I have adopted, though for some especial 
reasons it has not yet been openly declared. 
1 have joined a depressed, a persecuted 
church, and 1, for one, do not shrink from 
sharing in her humiliation or participating 
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in her trials.' She spoke this in a way 
that plainly showed her conscious supe- 
riority over the person who had so readily 
denied her faith. 

' Now Catharine, I address you,' said the 
father, ' I demand from you a full, distinct, 
and unequivocal avowal of the truth in this 
matter. Does Madaraoiselle Dupuis hold 
the same language to you as you have heard 
that she does to me ? Or does she refrain 
altogether from introdncing such subjects ? 
I must have a direct reply in Miss Lindsay's 
presence ; and remember whose eye is upon 
you to mark your speech and your thought. 
He will not be mocked, nor suffer deceit to 
prevail.' 

' Indeed, Papa, I don't know wliat to say. 
I am sure my Governess means nothing but 
for my good, and would not lead me to do 
wrong.' 

'That is not the question. Is she, or is she 
not a zealous member of the Romish church? 

' She believes it to he the true church. 
Papa : and therefore she loves it.' 



L 
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' And recommends it to you V 

'Of course^ she wishes me to belong to 
it : she thinks I cannot be safe out of it.^ 

' My dear Catharine^ how mistaken you 
are!' said the Governess. 'It is easy to 
make you fancy any thing.^ 

'Has she given you any Romish books 
to read?' 

'Only the '* Christian Doctrine/' Papa^ 
and a few small tracts that Father Williams 
sent : and a prayer book.' 

' And do you read them together ?' 

' Sometimes/ said Catharine^ who seemed 
alike fearful of both parties. 

'And what is the general subject of your 
morning conversations with Miss Lindsay ?^ 

No answer was given to this; the two 
young ladies looked at each other, and 
Madamoiselle put her handkerchief to her 
eyes. 

' Is not religion the principal subject ?' 

' Sometimes, Papa.' 

'Always/ said Miss Lindsay, whose en- 
thusiasm seemed to increase with her diffi- 
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culties, and her courage to brighten as that 
of her friends failed, 

'Then, in plain language, every under- 
hand means is used to make a proselyte of 
you, Catharine ?' 

' But I am not one. Papa,' said the girl 
bursting into tears. ' I am often very much 
distressed when they bring such strong 
arguments against me, and then I wish I 
was convinced, and as safe as they seem to 
be : and Father Wilhams is such a nice 
man, and so kind and patient, that it makes 
me willing to learn more, but I don't like 
deceiving you, and looking on you as my 
enemy ; and what Mr. Roberts said to me 
last night affected me very much. Pray 
forgive me, and keep me more with you, 
and I will listen to them no longer.' 

' You are a very weak, unstable girl, 
Catharine,' said Miss Lindsay. ' Father 
Wilhams will bring you round again in 
five minutes' talk.' 

' He shall not have the opportunity while 
I live,' exclMmed Mr. Walker, throwing his 
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aim round his daughter. ^Come to me, 
my poor foolish child, and I will never more 
neglect you as I feel I have done. 
Ma'amselle, we will have some fiirther talk 
after breakfast: and then. Miss Lindsay, 
I shall feel it my duty to apprise your 
parents of my reasons for parting so ab- 
ruptly with the lady they recommended to 
me/ 

^As you please, Sir: my Mother already 
knows of my change, and will bear me out 
in avowing it/ 

^And may I, Miss Lindsay, have an 
hour's conversation with you at your father's 
house ?' asked Mr. Roberts. 

The young lady bowed, but rather doubt- 
fully, and took leave of the party, who pro- 
ceeded to the breakfast room ; and after a 
silent meal Mr. Walker, requesting his friend 
to talk to Catharine, took Madamoiselle 
aside, and with manly frankness set before 
her the wrong she had done in abusing his 
confidence to the unsettling of his child's 
faith. She told him she was fully sensible 
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that her zeal for what she had been taught 
to regard as truth had carried her beyond 
the bounds of perfect rectitude, offering to 
give any promise or pledge that he could 
dictate to abstain in future from all such 
attempts, 

'No, Madam oi selle : no pledge that could 
be given would satisfy my mind, nor can 
you expect to possess any influence over 
my daughter's for good, after what has 
passed. If you see the matter in the light 
you describe I am thankful on your own 
account; and I would implore you to seek 
at the footstool of divine mercy that for- 
giveness which is freely offered to the 
penitent and believing. I doubt whether 
your spiritual guides will regard as a sin 
any transaction, however unjustifiable, that 
has for its object the extension of their own 
system : if they do, they will direct you for 
pardon to the meritorious works of others, 
or your own, not to the ail-sufficient sacrifice 
on the cross — they will point you to many 
intercessors, overlooking the one Mediator 
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between God and man. I earnestly beteech 
you to ponder on the means by which you and 
others have been striving to compass a prose- 
lyte^ and solemnly ask yourself^ can God be 
the Author or Sanctioner of so much decep- 
tion ? As to Catharine^ I shall take her from 
home to-day ; and paying you to the termina- 
tion of the period for which our agreement was 
made^ request you may make it convenient 
to remove before the expiration of the week 
during which I mean to be absent/ He 
then laid down the full sum^ and bowing 
left her without waiting for a reply. 

Meantime Mr. Roberts had been reason- 
ing with Catharine on the evil nature of a 
religion the priests of whom could justify 
their people in such flagrant acts of domestic 
treachery. * You have seen/ he said, ^ the 
hospitable reception given by the unsuspect- 
ing Mr. Lindsay to men who were using the 
freedom of visiting his house to carry on a 
secret work against the faith of his daughter, 
leading her into error first, and then making 
use of her to corrupt others, who, but for 
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her retaining the profession of Protestantism 
would not have been trusted under the roof. 
Rememberj my dear, the word that assures 
usj " No lie is of the truth," and ask your- 
self whether the spirit that dictated such 
deliberate falsehood as you heard uttered 
this morning can be otherwise than an evil 

' But Sir, the fault is not in Madamoiselle : 
for the priest tells her that speaking an 
untruth without any maUce in it ia only a 
venial sinj and when it is done for the 
good of reli^on it is no sin at all, but a 
virtue. If this is wrong, then the blame 
rests with her teachers, not herself.' 

'And what is a venial sin, my dear?' 

'Any sin that is not mortal. Sir. You 
know there are little sins, not so bad as 
others, and those are venial, and to be 
atoned for, and forgiven, when the person is 
penitent, and does something meritorious.' 

' And how is tlie person to know when 
a sin is venial and when it is mortal?' 

' She must tell everything to the priest 
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at confession/ said Catharine ; ' and he de- 
cides about the sins and penances. If what 
he says is wrong he undertakes to bear the 
blame^ and to stand between her and God's 
displeasure.' 

^Most awful and abominable delusion!' 
exclaimed Mr. Roberts. ^ Is it possible that 
my Jane should have been exposed to such 
soul-destroying doctrines as these? Mark 
me^ Catharine, I well know that what you 
have stated is a true representation of 
Romish doctrine ; and that particularly the 
last — the impious assumption by the priests 
of a power that belongs to Christ alone, 
has always been made the means of de- 
luding unwary ignorant souls : but I hardly 
expected to find you so well versed in these 
depths of Satan. My poor child, is there 
any deviation from the right path, however 
slight, that does not come under the name 
of unrighteousness ? And does not the Holy 
Spirit declare that all unrighteousness is sin ?' 

' Yes, Sir : but some sins may be greater 
than others.' 
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'The least possible sin is fatal j or, as 
they well express it mortal ; for "The soul 
that sinneth it shall die." "The wages of 
sin is death." "Cursed is he that con- 
tinueth not in all things that are written 
in the hook of the law to do them." " He 
that committeth sin is of the devil." " Who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all." These 
are sayings by which every mouth is stop- 
ped, and all the world stands guilty before 
God. Ay, guilty before God, who will by 
no means clear the guilty and who must 
necessarily cast every offender into hell 
unless by believing in Jesus that offender 
has become a partaker in the benefits 
purchased by that blood which cleansetb 
from ALL sin. The contrary doctrine ia 
not a mistake^ but a cunning device by 
which the priests obtain greater power over 
their dupes. Compelled to relate all that 
passes in their minds, the laity of that com- 
munion place themselves, their characters, 
their affairs, their fnends, wholly in the 
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hmnds of the priesthood^ who know how 
to torn all this private informatioii to 
account, while by their feigned pardons fhej 
enrich themselves, and leave the miserable 
transgressor under Grod's wrath, to be re- 
vealed in the last day. 

' But, Catharine, you spoke of a lie told 
for the good of religion: — a crime com- 
mitted to promote holiness — Satan obeyed 
for the glory of God — we have that doctrine 
laid down in Scripture, together with a direct 
and awful condemnation of it. Paul, speak- 
ing of those who were guilty even of affirm- 
ing that to do evil that good might come 
was a Christian principle, says their damna- 
tion is just. It is a heinous sin even to 
charge the people of God with holding what 
the Romanists do openly and vauntingly 
hold. Do you perceive this?' 

*I do. Sir,' replied Catharine; 'but it 
never was pointed out to me so plainly 
before.' 

' And what now is the impression on your 
mind?' 
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' I think it very likely that what you say 
is true.' 

Mr. Roberts felt disappointed, for though 
slie had hstened respectfully, her heart was 
evidently not in the matter. Frequent 
glances towards the adjoining room, in which 
were her Father and Governess, bespoke 
much anxiety as to the purport of their 
discourse; and when Mr. Walker came, 
announcing his determination to part her 
at once and wholly from Mademoiselle, she 
could not conceal her vexation. It was 
plain that the latter possessed great influ- 
ence over her, and enjoyed more of her 
affection than any other person did, Mr. 
Roberts trembled for her, and strongly 
commended her father's resolve who, having 
commissioned a trusty female servant to 
assist in her preparations, and not to lose 
sight of her, set off with him for the Park. 

Mr. Lindsay received them with a burst 
of displeasure against his daughter, whose 
change had been communicated to him by 
her mother. He said it was a mortifying 
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thing to have one of his family quitting 
the parish chxirch to frequent a place of 
worship where none belonging to him had 
ever been seen : he supposed the glitter of 
their services had attracted the girFs fancy^ 
and hoped the mischief would not spread. 
When told that Mr. Walker had felt it right 
to part immediately with the Governess, 
he said ^ Oh, of course she will come here : 
she and Mary will be greater friends than 
ever now.^ It was plain that he viewed 
it in the light of a transaction that might 
expose him to some disagreeable remarks ; 
but beyond that he did not regard it, and 
when his guests introduced the subject of 
unscriptural errors, he rather pettishly re- 
plied, * I am no theologian ; and the inter- 
ruption given to our good fellowship yester- 
day by that intemperate zealot attacking 
the Catholic Clergy, was not calculated to 
dispose me for the study/ 

It was in vain to say more : neither could 
a sight of Miss Lindsay be obtained ; and 
the two gentlemen were obliged to leave 




the house under a conviction that it would 
continue to be the haunt of those designing 
teachers who, but for the assistance afforded 
by such blind and inconsistent Protestants, 
would not be able to cany on as they do 
the proselytizing system throughout the 
land. 

'What is to be the end of it?' siud Mr. 
Walker, as they rode homeward. ' Lindsay 
sees a great deal of company and never 
gives a party at which some of these eccle- 
siastics are not present: men of pleasing 
exterior, polished manners, and cultivated 
minds, great conversational powers, and 
most sagacious in conforming themselves to 
the tastes and habits of those with whom 
they meet. Thus the sphere of their per- 
sonal acquaintance is continually enlarging, 
while, by such means as we now too well 
understand, their pestilent doctrines are pri- 
vately circulated among the class most likely 
to be influenced by them, I was wrong 
when I said they attended all his parties ; 
there have been large balls and private 
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theatricalB at the Park, where, I am ashamed 
to say, some of our own clergy have shown 
themselves among the revdlers ; but on no 
occasion have these priests partaken in 
them/ 

'Have you ever attended any of their 
sermons P 

^ No : but I grieve to say I sent our two 
girls with Mrs. Lindsay; and contributed 
pretty largely to their collection, forwarding 
my offering by Madamoiselle in the hope of 
Airther recommending my religion to her, 
by exhibiting so much liberality towards 
hers/ 

* Instead of which she of course regarded 
it as a token that God would build up her 
church by the hands of aliens, thus laid under 
tribute to it — the mother and mistress of 
all churches.^ 

*Very likely,^ replied Mr. Walker, ^for 
even at the moment I could not help re- 
marking the triumphant air with which she 
deposited my gift in her purse. She will 
now go forth, through the means of these 
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unhappy Lindsays, on 3 new mission of 
mischief into the bosom of some unsuspect- 
ing family of Englisli Protestants. Oh, I 
wish I had heeded my dear sister's expostu- 
lations against taking an unknown foreigner 
into mine.' 

' Many a parent will have cause to echo 
that sigh, my friend,' said Mr. Roberts. 
' Taxation, and all the other burdens of war, 
as felt in our own country where the sword 
itself came not, were blessings compared to 
the evils that springout of our uninterrupted 
personal intercourse with the continental 
nations since the peace, God, by an inter- 
position almost miraculous, saved us from 
the forcible inroads of what we now, with 
most ungrateful and presumptuous daring, 
voluntarily take to our bosoms. It proves 
that there is no security for man, save in the 
constant study of God's word, and a diligent 
framing of his own practice according to it,' 

' I have been too an.^ous in seeking 
worldly advantages for my daughter,' ob- 
served Mr. Walker, dejectedly, 
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^We do not sufficiently act upon the 
word, the authority of which we all admits 
that we cannot serve God and Mammon; 
that whosoever will be a fnend to the world 
is the enemy of God : and that those three 
things, the lust of the flesh, the lust of Uie 
eye, and the pride of life, to one or another 
of which we may trace all that is to be 
gained for our children by the accomplish- 
ments so eagerly coveted, are contrary to 
the Father. Yet remember that to take 
this view is not sufficient: I have always 
held it and acted upon it ; but through lack 
of Christian watchfulness I was near seeing 
my own child entrapped in this snare/ 

^ But that was through my gross neglect 
of mine,^ said Mr. Walker; * and I am now 
convinced that 1 have been more guilty than 
I can express in the matter. I have allowed 
my house to be made the scene of much 
wickedness : I have given my money to 
promote what I knew to be a false religion ; 
and I have permitted my child to visit in 
places where I knew that God was not 
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worshipped in spirit and in truth. These 
are grievous burdens on my conscience, and 
I tremble to think what may yet prove to 
be the extent of the mischief that I cannot 
undo.' 

Mr. Roberts endeavoured to encourage 
him, on the ground of tlie mercy experi- 
enced in these timely discoveries; and 
having taken a friendly leave, he returned 
home, paying a day's visit on the road to 
some friends to whom he thought a little 
caution needful respecting the settlement of 
a Romish priest in their neigbourhood. 

Arriving at his own house, after four days' 
absence, he was greeted by all the children 
with an eager request to go down to the 
cottages and see for their Mamma. They 
told him that the stranger, Robson, had 
fallen from the top of a stack, the day after 
his departure, and was so badly bruised and 
shaken that he was not expected to live. 
That the doctor had asked the Clergyman to 
visit him, but he positively refused to admit 
a minister, unless of his own communion, 
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and was in a miserable state of mind. Mrs. 
Roberts had gone to see if she could do 
any thing for the poor sufferer^ and they were 
expecting her return. Their Father instantly 
repaired to the cottage^ and found several 
people assembled round the dying man^ 
whose wife was assuring Mrs. Roberts that 
it was useless to talk to him about his soul^ 
as nobody could do him any good with- 
out the rites of the church. One of the 
neighbours whispered to Mr. Roberts that 
he was sure that Robson heard every word 
spoken^ though he pretended not to do so. 
That gentleman immediately approached the 
bed, and addressing his wife, said, ^my 
dear, what is the matter? I am but this 
moment returned from visiting Mr. Walker 
at Grove House, and Mr. Lindsay at the 
Park, and came to look for you.' 

As he expected, these names immediately 
roused the poor man's attention, who looked 
up at him, and when very kindly asked if h e 
was much hurt, replied, ^Yes, Sir, griev- 
ously hurt, and a very short time to live.' 
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Mr. Roberts requested the room might 
be cleared of all but those belonging to it : 
a proceeding tliat seemed very much to gra- 
tii'y the sufferer. He then took his hand, 
and inquired whether the doctor had seen 
him lately. 

'He can do nothing for me. Sir; nor any 
body but those that are not within call.' 

Mr. Roberts could have told him of One 
who was always within call, mighty to save : 
but with a judgment not often shown by 
those who desire to benefit their fellow 
sinners, he refrained for the moment, and 
spoke of the place he had been at, remark- 
ing that he had heard Robson's name there. 

' Very likely, Sir, for it is my native place, 
and Squire Lindsay was a good landlord to 
me; and Miss Mary the blessing of our 
lives.' 

From this, he was easily led to talk of his 
former home, and the hopes he had enter- 
tained of bettering his condition by a re- 
moval, There is something in the kind, 
sympathizing attention of a superior, while 
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patiently listening to the poor man^s tale of 
sorrow, that will overcome even the power 
of religious bigotry. Robson felt it: he 
knew the person to whom he spoke was a 
oomparatively rich man, benevolent and 
kind; he could not but feel that such a 
friend would be valuable to those he was 
about to leave behind him; and tiie gra- 
dual opening of his heart towards such a 
neighbour soon became so evident that Mr. 
Roberts found he might venture on the 
ground where all others had failed. In 
reply to a mournful remark of Robson^s, 
that he had come to build a little cottage 
where, instead of that, others must now dig 
him a grave, he said, ^ It is the end of all 
flesh, my friend : it must be mine when my 
time comes. But, blessed be God! the 
grave is not the habitation to which I look 
when thinking of death : there is something 
brighter beyond.^ 

^ Ay, Sir : for those who are prepared.^ 
^ And the preparation of the heart comes 
from the Lord. He in whose .presence we 
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must all appear c 
before him.' 

Robson lifted up hia eyes, and fervently 
called on the " Holy Virgin" to prepare and 
receive his sovd; a supplication to which 
his poor wife and children added a weeping 
Amen. 

Mr. Roberts was distressed, but the time 
had come for speaking out, and he said, in 
the kindest possible tone, ' My poor friend, 
call upon the Lord Jesus Christ, for he is 
able to save to the uttermost those who 
come to God by him.' 

Bobson repeated several short prayers, 
addressed principally to the Virgin, and 
making mention of angels and saints; among 
whom the Lord Jesus was indeed named, 
but only as others. When he had done, Mr. 
Roberts again spoke. ' 1 heard you appeal 
to many in prayer : Oh, that I could con- 
vince you of what God has declared — 
"There is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we may be saved, 
but only the name of Jesus Christ," ' 
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^That is your religion^ Sir: mine is 
different/ 

^ But we both believe, we both know^ the 
same solemn truth; that when the soul 
leaves the body it does not perish ; it enters 
upon an eternal state — it must be happy or 
miserable for ever and for ever/ 

^ Yes^ yes : I am just going into that 
world, and a gloomy world it is : I cannot 
see my way in it ; and I have nobody to 
show me, for my Clergyman is far off. Oh, 
it is an awful thing to take this leap in the 
dark !^ 

^ Do not take it in the dark, my brother ; 
cast your soul on the Lord Jesus alone, and 
he will make the darkness light before you.^ 

^ No, Sir: I cannot do that; / tvill not 
trust him alone. I have the Virgin, and 
the saints to call upon, and I will do it/ 
Again he repeated, in a voice of agony^ 
* Mother of God, save me !^ 

^Tell me, only tell me this,' exclaimed 
Mr. Roberts, whose heart was wrung at the 
spectacle before him, ^Do you find any 
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comfort, any peace to your soul, when you 
call upon the Vit^in and the ssdnts to help 
you?' 

' Noj Sir, I do not, I have no comfort, 
no peace, except in knowing that I do what 
my Church commands. I believe what my 
Church has taught me, and I must venture 
my soul upon it.' 

' Believe what God teUs you — " Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved?"' 

' So I do ; I believe in the blessed Virgin, 
and in her Son too.' 

'Alone, alone! Christ is all in all: any 
other hope will fail you, and you will sink : 
but oh, lay hold on Christ, look to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world, cast all your burden upon him, 
and you shall never perish.' 

But the dying man shook his head ; and 
in broken accents, while the change upon 
his features told that death was even at the 
door; he continued to cry, " Queen of hea- 
ven, open the gates to me !" 
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Still Mr. Roberts persisted ; bending over 
him^ wiping the damps from his brow^ ad- 
dressing him by every epithet of kindness 
and compassion^ he still told of the love^ 
the power^ the willingness of Christ to 
receive the poor sinner, even at the last. 
Robson turned his eyes upon him^ now 
growing dim, and said, ^You are very 
good to me, but you can't help me: 
my church alone can do that/ Then 
after a few moments he murmured, ^It is 
dark, very dark, and 1 don't know the 
way!' 

^Christ is the way, the truth, the re- 
surrection and the Ufe, to all who trust 
in him.' 

^I can't, I can't trust him:' whispered 
the departing victim ; the rattle was in his 
throat — Mr. Roberts kneeled as did his 
wife, while the others stood in stupified 
silence; but before he could so far com- 
mand his voice as to utter a word of prayer, 
Robson groaned out ^No, I can't trust Him 
alone: my church — Mother of God have 
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mercy on me !' and in a few seconds he 
ceased to breathe,* 

Mrs. Roberts' agitation was so great 
that her husband was obliged immediately 
to lead her from the spot: when a little 
revived by the fresh air, she sobbed out, 
' He is lost ! ' Her husband's emotion was 
evident : indignation at the soul-murdering 
lie under the power of which he had just 
seen an immortal soul depart in despair, 
was stronger than even the horror that 
chilled his blood. At last he exclaimed 
' Satanic abomination ! Not all that ever 
was Avritten, ever was preached, could have 
given me such a view of its horrible iniquity. 
In the name, and on the authority of his 
church — that wretched soul deliberately re- 
jected Christ. Confessing that all was dark, 
that he had no comfort, no peace, no de- 
fined hope, he has made the desperate 
plunge, pushing aside the arm of Omni- 

* Thii gcene actually occurred, a ihort time lioce, 
withLn the writer's knonledge, at the death of a poor 
Romanist. 
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potence out-stretched to save him/ They 
reached home, and wept tears of thank- 
fiilness while clasping to their bosoms the 
rescued Jane. At family worship Mr« 
Roberts related to his household the scene 
he had witnessed, and dwelt upon the 
blessedness of simple faith in Christ, on 
the preciousness of the word that reveals 
him to man. He avowed his determination 
to oppose in every possible way the fearful 
delusions of Popery, and most earnestly 
interceded in prayer for his friends and 
country exposed to the workings of that 
mystery of iniquity. A deep impression 
seemed to be made on the children and 
domestics; and the former asked and ob- 
tained leave to remain up for an extra half 
hour, to talk more on the subject with their 
dear parents. 

*We want an Elijah,* aid Frederick, ^to 
deal with these prophets of Baal/ 

^We do indeed want some one who can 
force them to a public trial of their false 
doctrines,* replied his Mother, ^ and so make 
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manifest to all the land what we too well 
know to be their character.' 

' There has been no lack of intrepid men 
to challenge them to such pub he trial,* 
said Mr. Roberts : ' but they know that 
their deeds are evil, and will not bring them 
to the light. I now see the importance 
of controversial teaching, as that is called 
which puts the Lord's flock on their guard 
against the wolf; and that every individual 
ought to be armed, not only against error 
in general, but against this error in par- 
ticular ; seeing it is the most active, most 
subtle, and most successful of all that we 
have to contend with.' 

Philip remarked, ' Papa, Sarah has been 
cutting the pictures out of her pretty bible, 
saying they were Popish things.' 

'Indeed!' 

'And I think she was right,' said Jane, 
'though I found fault with her at first.' 

' Let us hear about it,' said Mr. Roberts. 
'I am not aware that those beautiful prints 
were at all Popish.' 
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^Not those pictures particularly Papa,' 
said Sarah^ ^ but^ somehow^ they interrupted 
my reading, and took away some of the 
delightful feeling that I have when I think 
God is speaking to me in His own word. 
There is a sort of understanding in the 
heart, Papa^ while I study my Bible, such 
as I don't find with any other book; and 
when the pictures took my eye off the 
words, I seemed to think less of what our 
Lord and his inspired servants meant, and 
more of how they looked. Well, I thought 
within myself, if I get fond of pictures in 
my Bible, I shall be wishing for pictures 
in the Church; and I am sure I shan't 
mind my praying so much when I am 
tempted to look about me. I asked myself^ 
why do I like these pictures ? and the 
reason was, because they please my eyes ; 
and I know God means us to like and 
enjoy the beautiful things around us, so 
there can be no harm in being pleased with 
a picture. But then what I love in the 
Bible is something that a pencil cannot 
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draw; and I could not help thinking that 
to want to be looking at pretty sights, 
while God is setting before us life and death, 
the blessing and the curse, is what St. John 
calls "the lust of the eye." Also — and 
this is why I considered it Popish — I am 
quite sure some ignorant people would come 
to look on pictures of that sort as some- 
thing holy, and be in danger of falling into 
the reverencing of them, in Churches, until 
perhaps they might begin to worship them, 
as the poor Papists do. All these things 
were against having prints in my Bible, 
and nothing in favour of it, except that 
they amused me, and made me fancy my 
book smarter than other people's: so I 
just took my scissors and cut them care- 
folly out,' 

' A few days since,' remarked Mr. Roberts, 
' I should probably have said that ray little 
girl was wrong, but I confess that a view 
of the manner in which Popery is now 
creeping in among us and threatening to 
overspread the land, convinces me that we 
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cannot be too cautious in guarding every 
point at which the enemy might make an 
assault upon us. We are very apt to re- 
gard as of small moment things that the 
enemy of souls knows how to make use 
of to the great injury of Christ's cause ; and 
I would rather be laughed at for what may 
be called over-scrupulousness than run 
into danger by presuming too far. What 
has been made a first step to idolatry ought 
always to be regarded with suspicious care : 
and pleasing as are the beautiiul produc- 
tions of the pencil or the chisel, we may 
surely find room enough for the indulgence 
of taste in that way without permitting 
them to divide the attention which ought 
to be fixed on things unseen, when we are 
engaged in the worship of the Most High^ 
or in meditating on his word.' 

^ Papa,' said Jane, ^ Miss Lindsay told me 
once that what first made her like Popery 
was the beautiful paintings, and carvings, 
and gildings, and fine music of the chapel 
where she went to hear a charity sermon. 
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She said her own Church looked like a 
bam after it: and she thought God was 
much more honoured by all those fine 
things than in a plain white-washed build- 
ing, where there was only reading and 
praying, and singing psalms/ 

^ Forgetting,* replied Mr. Roberts, ^ what 
God has himself declared on the subject. 
"Whoso ofFereth me praise, he glorifieth 
me.** "To this man will I look, even to 
him that is of a contrite spirit and trembleth 
at my word.** Splendid decorations, pomp 
and magnificence, are among the things 
that belong to that false religion which God 
will destroy; and surely He who was 
pleased to be born in a manger, to live in 
poverty, toil and reproach, and to die upon 
the ignominious and accursed tree, does 
not require us to bring into the places 
where we worship him those things which 
he especially rejected. If gold and pearls 
and costly array be declared unfit for 
women professing godliness, surely they 
are not suited to the Church of Christ, 
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the Lamb's wife^ in this her state of trial 
6n earth while her Lord is away in heaven/ 

* There is a great change come over the 
Church at S — , said Frederick : ' I heard 
yesterday that strange things were done 
there. The Clergyman has put up a fine 
picture over the communion-table, and can- 
dlesticks upon it, and a desk opposite to it, 
so that he turns his back to the people when 
praying, and his face to the table. I am 
told, too, that he bows to it, and never turns 
his back upon it ; and that he has got the 
seats altered, so that nobody can sit other- 
wise than with their faces that way : I 
thought it very odd.' 

^ That is just like the chapel at the Col- 
lege,' said Jane. 

^And the doctrines of those who are 
doing these things are just like Popery,' 
remarked Mrs. Roberts. ^ I have been read- 
ing much about them within the last few 
days, and I find my fears confirmed that the 
enemy is taking this method, among others, 
of gaining upon us. As with Israel of old. 
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tliere can ba no doubt that Satan is now 
most fearfully busy in our country, tempting 
the people into infidelity or idolatry, ac- 
cording as either snare best suits them. It 
is an awful thought that a spirit so powerful, 
with legions of other spirits at his command, 
should be employing all his might to lead 
England into the sins that ruined Israel; 
and for the same reason, it would seem; 
because we have been chosen to preserve 
and to make known God's blessed word 
among the nations. Ahab was stirred up 
by his wife Jezebel to do all the wickedness 
that so greatly provoked t!ie Lord : Jezebel 
was instructed by the prophets who ate at 
her table ; and they were the ministers of 
Satan, even as Elijah was the minister of 
God. It is remarkable that amidst all their 
idolatries and profanations they never openly 
denied the name of Jehovah. Ahab repeats 
edly acknowledged it; and when Naboth 
was to be put to an unjust death, the charge 
brought against him was that he did blas- 
pheme God and the king. They kept up 
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the claim of being the Lord's people, that 
he might seem to sanction their wicked 
departure irom his commandments: and 
when their revolt was at its height, and 
punishment about to fall with most dreadful 
severity upon them — ^when their city was 
about to be taken, their glorious and beau- 
tiful house, the temple built by Solomon, 
burnt with fire, and themselves to be led 
into a long and bitter captivity by the con- 
quering and cruel Babylonians, we find 
them, in the midst of their idols and abo- 
minations, represented as saying, ^^ Stand 
by thyself I am holier than thou:'* and, 
" The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are these/* 
It is a great lesson to us, not to believe 
every spirit, but to try the spirits whether 
they be of God/ 

^And we have no means of trying them 
but by this Book,' said Mr. Roberts. ^ We 
must make ourselves perfectly acquainted 
with it : for Satan could readily find a text 
of Scripture that seemed to suit his purpose. 
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when he came to tempt the Lord himself 
in the wilderness. Popery, and whatever 
claims to be a part of the Christian religion, 
will always bring forward some part of 
God's word as an authority for resisting 
bis will ; and we must be " tborougbly 
furnished" with heavenly knowledge, or 
we shall not be able to meet him,' 

'But Papa,' said Jane, 'among other 
things it was said to me that the Bible is 
a very large book, and scarcely any body is 
able to understand, much less to remember 
all that is in it : so we must have teachers 
to explain to us what it is necessary for us 
to know, and to tell us what is really God's 
meaning in that book.' 

' We must indeed have teachers, my dear, 
for the Lord has commanded it, and has 
set apart an order of men to be our guides 
and instructors, whom we arc exhorted to 
obey, and to esteem them highly in love 
for their work's sake. But these men 
have no new revelation to give us, they 
are not themselves inspired, as the writers 
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of the Bible were^ to tell us with certainty 
the mind of God; and as they may err^ 
it is our business and our bounden duty to 
judge for ourselves whether what they teach 
is according to what we know God has said. 
There is nothing tiiat Popery dreads so 
much as this : therefore^ wherever they have 
the power of the law in their hands as well 
as of the Churchy they have always put to 
death such as dared to read the Scriptures. 
After the Scriptures were translated into 
English^ while yet books were very scarce 
and extremely dear^ the godly poor people 
who had been brought by faithful preaching, 
or by reading, to receive the Gospel, used 
to write out different parts of the precious 
word, and to assemble their neighbours 
together to hear it read. They met in 
private houses, in bams, and in fields ; and 
if they were informed against, or otherwise 
discovered, they were taken to prison, terri- 
fied and tortured, and such as would not 
submit, doing penance for the sin, and 
promising never to repeat it, were burned 
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to deatli. Now the men who committed 
these cruelties were the very ministers 
appointed to teach them the truth, to show 
unto them the way of salvation ; and if 
they, upon this authority, told the people 
that God had commanded they should obey 
them, without making any inquiry for them- 
selves, how could they know that it was 
not so, unless they searched the Bible to 



' And as for its being a large book/ said 
Mrs. Roberts, 'it all sets forth one thing, 
and that is "Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified." All the types of the law, all the 
examples of history, all the predictions of 
the Prophets, meet in Him. Jesus Christ 
is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, of the Bible : we read of him every 
where, and nothing is perfect without him. 
Now, in order to try if a religion be 
true, we must think of this, and examine 
whether that religion, like the Bible, makes 
Him every thing to the soul? If not, 
it is false; and no better than the idola- 
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tries of Israel when Jehovah was in- 
deed talked of^ but Baal was worshipped. 
We beheld but too awful an instance of 
that to-day^ when the poor man^ whose 
last look of anguish and voice of miserable 
distress I shall never^ never forget^ did not 
deny the name of Christy did not refuse 
to pray to him^ but declared he could not 
trust him aloney and died calling upon a 
mere creature to save him^ and so incurring 
that dreadful condemnation^ ^^ Cursed is he 
that trusteth in man; that maketh flesh 
his arm/^^ 

^ I am sure/ said Jane^ ^ I should have 
run away from Popery at once if they had 
told me to put any thing else in God's place: 
but they seemed only to want to add a 
little and a Uttle to what I already believed, 
so as to make my state safer by giving me 
more to depend upon. I never considered 
that by degrees I might come to rest upon 
these things instead of resting on the Lord/ 

^ Idolatry was not brought in all at once/ 
said Frederick, ^ among the Israelites, but 
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by little and little. You know, Jeroboam 
first set up tbe calves at Bethel and Dan to 
keep the people from going up to Jerusalem 
lest their hearts should be turned back to 
God and to the kingdom of Judahj which 
He had appointed. These calves seem to 
have been intended like the one made by 
Aaron, only as a sort of medium through 
which to ivorship the Lord: but having 
once broken the commandment, they went 
on from bad to worse ; they introduced 
Ashtaroth and Milcom, gods of the heathen 
nations ; and at last Baal, who could not 
save his own worshipjiers, tbe Eg)'ptians, 
when Israel saw them all drowned in the 
Red Sea.' 

'True,' said his Father; 'and in like 
manner haa darkness spread over so large 
a portion of the Christian Church. The 
corrupt doctrines of Popery, first one, then 
another, crept in, until the whole system 
stood complete in its present dreadful form 
— a form more dreadful indeed than I had 
any idea of, until to-day I saw it as it were. 
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embodied in the last act of that d}4ng sin- 
ner, who putting Jesus from him with the 
cry No, I can^t trust him alone, went into 
eternity leaning as your Mamma remarked, 
on the arm of flesh — ^the wretched help of 
a fellow-creature, which could not possibljr 
prevent his falling into the bottomless pit/ 

'Here is a book of their prayers,* said 
Mrs. Roberts, ' that I procured, and which 
has convinced Jane how utterly false was 
the priests* assertion that they do not pray 
to the Virgin and saints.* She showed him 
the following, among other supplications 
and addresses. ''There is no one who can 
be saved, O most holy Virgin, but through 
thee.** " Make me worthy to praise thee, 
O sacred Virgin ; give me strength against 
thine enemies.*' '' Hail holy queen, mother 
of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our 
hope; to thee do we cry, poor banished 
sons of Eve ; to thee do we send our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears; 
turn then, most gracious advocate, thine 
eyes of mercy towards us, and after this our 
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exile is ended, show us Jesus, O most cle- 
ment, most pious, and most sweet Virgin 
Mary ! " " We fly to thy patronage, O 
holy Mother of God; despise not our 
petitions in our necessities, hut dehver 
us from all dangers, O ever glorious and 
blessed Virgin." 

'And look,' said Sarah, 'at this prayer: 
it is addressed to the sacred and miraculous 
picture of St.Veronica, and it says "Conduct 
us, O thou blessed figure, to our proper 
home, where we may behold the pure face 
of Christ : " and this one, to the wooden 
cross, " Hail O cross, our only hope in this 
time of passion ; increase righteousness to 
the pious, and grant pardon to the guilty.** 
And here are some of the saints : " O 
George, illustrious martyr, praise and glory 
become thee. We beseech thee, in our 
inmost heart, that with all the faithful, we 
may he joined to the citizens of heaven, 
being washed from all our impurities." 
" O martyr Christopher, for the honour of 
the Saviour, make us in mind worthy xjf 
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the honour of the Deity. According to the 
promise of Christy for what thou askest 
thou obtainest, grant unto thy sorrowful 
people the gifts which in dying thou be- 
soughtest.** " O ye eleven thousand glorious 
girls^ lilies of virginity, roses of martyrdom, 
defend me in life by granting me your 
assistance; and show yourselves in death 
by bringing the last comfort/^ 

*No more,' said Mr. Roberts, shutting 
the book and pushing it irom him : ^ it is 
too awfully blasphemous to be repeated or 
read without danger of incurring some of 
the sin. Shocking indeed to any enlightened 
mind must such language be : but to have 
heard the last breath of one believing him- 
self to be a Christian, in this Christian land, 
framed to utter such dreadful things, invests 
it with horrors not to be conceived. And 
this is the grand point: these depths of 
Satan usurp the name of Christianity, 
assuming to be the treasury of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ; and whatever 
would resist and expose the evil is de- 
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iiounced as contrary to the Christian faith. 
With heathenism in any other form we can 
easily contend, because we bring the Name 
and Word of the living God to confound 
their idolatrous errors; but here the name 
of the Most High is forged to sanction 
the falsehood ; and the doctrine that teaches 
men to break all his commandments is 
taught as if it were his own. My dear 
children, we must all watch and pray against 
the spread of this deadly plague. No one 
ia so young so poor or so ignorant but that 
he or she may be made useful in saving 
another from the snare, if properly taught 
to discern it, and it is every body's business, 
because in national judgment all suffer. 
Think what must have been endured by the 
Israelites when for three years and a half 
no rain fell. We have a touching instance 
of it in the case of the poor widow to 
whom Elijah was sent. The meal failed, 
because under that terrible drought no corn 
could grow, and the oil, because no olive 
could ripen. That fertile land yielded sua- 
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tenance to its inhabitants^ who could not 
hare imported provisions as we do; and 
therefore to withhold the showers of heaven 
was to plunge the whole population in 
famine. Be assured^ whenever the Liord 
sees fit to visit us for our iniquities, he 
will find some scourge fix>m which all our 
wealth, all our commerce, all our skill, 
cannot enable us to escape, and that we 
shall be so visited is certain if we suffer 
his truth to be turned into a lie among us, 
and do nothing to hinder it. We may 
indeed find the mischief too strong for us : 
but He who looketh upon the heart, will 
judge whether ours be right with him, and 
will deal with us not according to the success 
we may have, but according to the diUgence 
with which we seek to do right. We may 
see our friends and neighbours perishing 
aroimd us, in a sin of their own choosing 
and unable to hinder it ; but let us at least 
offer the help. Oh, what would be my 
feelings this night, if the Lord had not given 
me grace to plead with that poor deluded 
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soul to the last moment of its stay in the 
bruised and wounded body.' 

'Dear Papa/ said Sarah, 'we are very 
young and not able to do much; but I 
am sure we may do something; please to 
tell us how we shall make ourselves use- 
ful in this matter, that we may escape the 
judgment of those who join in national 



' I need not tell my dear children that 
the first step is to pray earnestly for direc- 
tion to Him who alone can guide you aright. 
You must ask for opportunity to serve him, 
for faithfulness to do it courageously, and 
for wisdom to do it rightly. Then take 
your Bible, and carefully study in those 
parts of it which we have been considering, 
and in others, the nature of idolatry, its 
sin, and the curse denounced against it. 
Acquaint yourselves with the absolute com- 
mands of God contained in his holy word, 
to make that word your study, and his law 
your delight, together with the benefits 
derived by those who have done so, and 
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the blessing promised to such as shall do 
it. I need not remind you of David, 
Timothy, the Bereans; and the many 
instances so often pointed out to you; 
Then, also, most carefully ground your- 
selves on that great doctrine of our most 
holy faith, salvation by Christ alone, justi- 
fication through Christ alone, and good 
works as the fruit, not as the root of a 
sinner's reconciliation with God. My dears, 
remember that though the Romish system 
tries to throw off the charge of idolatry, 
by making a pretended distinction between 
one degree of worship and another, and 
though its priests sometimes deny in words 
the fact of their withholding the Bible from 
the people, and allow them mutilated ex- 
tracts, or a false translation, still there is 
one accusation from which they cannot 
possibly clear themselves, nor dare they 
even attempt so to do — that of denying the 
all-sufficiency of Christ's merits. They not 
only thrust a multitude of pretended media- 
tors into the office which is his alone, but they 
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positively assert that we are saved by our own 
works, and those of our fellow- creatures. 
They teach that there is a great treasury of 
good works done by God's people over 
and above what was necessary for their own 
salvation, and which they say the Church 
has power to dispose of for the benefit of 
its members. They call these imaginary 
things indulgences : and it was the open 
putting of them up to sale, by order of 
Leo X. throughout Germany, that first 
roused Martin Luther to resist this mon- 
strous system, and so led, in God's gra- 
cious providence, to the blessed Reforma- 
tion.' 

' Oh, Papa !' said Sarah, quite horror- 
struck, ' is it possible that such things can 
be taught in a Christian country f 

' Ay, taught and believed ; and persecu- 
tion unto death the consequence of denying 
or even doubting them. Now, I have par- 
ticularly mentioned this, that you may the 
better understand the rery great importance 
of being tailj persuaded that justification is 
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through faith alone. St. Paul has given 
what I may call the text : ^^ By grace are ye 
saved^ through fiuth^ and that not of your- 
)Belves ; it is the gift of God. Not of works, 
lest any man should boast/^ Look through 
the Bible^ and you will find God's testimony 
to this doctrine in every part of it ; and 
don't you see, my dear children, that when 
this great truth is once established, down 
must fall the whole building, so nicely put 
together, of merits, masses, penances, abso- 
lutions, saint worship, and all the miserable 
inventions of man to patch up a righteous- 
ness for himself and his fellows ?' 

^ I see it very plainly,' cried Frederick ; 
^and I promise you. Sir, that with God's 
help I will show it to others also. If Christ 
be made unto us wisdom, we want none of 
these contrivances to enlighten us: ^^The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom." If Christ be made unto us righte- 
ousness, we have little need of the Pope^s 
chest of merits, which, according to Isaiah, 
can be only a collection of "filthy rags/' 
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If Christ be made unto us sanctifi cation, it 
is by his word we are made clean, and by 
his grace we are able to bear fruit to the 
glory of Godj and not to our own glory. 
And, if Christ be made unto us redemption, 
then when he said on the cross " It is fin- 
ished," it was finished : and by laying hold 
on Christ, we have everlasting life, in him 
and by him. I heard a beautiful sermon 
on that test some time ago ; and that was 
the sum of it : but I never before saw how 
exactly it serves to overset the whole plan 
of Popish error.' 

'You have stated it most correctly, 
Frederick,' said his Father, 'and you have 
in this shown two things: first the great 
value of faithful teaching in the public 
ministry, and next the blessing of having 
the Bible to confirm what you heard; for 
without an acquaintance with that you never 
could have so apprehended the preacher's 
doctrine. I believe you see very clearly 
the tendency of Popery ; but you should 
also know something both doctrinal and his- 
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torical about it, and I have heard a little 
book so strongly recommended while ftom. 
home, that I brought it for you all to read. 
It seems exceedingly well calculated to grre 
you the necessary information. Here it is : 
^ The Spirit of Popery : an exposure of its 
origin, character, and results.^^ It is pub- 
lished by that excellent body, the Religious 
Tract Society.^ 

^ Thank you, Papa,^ said they all ; and 
Jane added, ^Whcn we have read it, may 
we send it to poor dear Catharine ?' 

^ I am glad, my dear, to see you so anxi- 
ous about her: I trust she is in excellent 
hands now. As for you, Frederick, I shall 
expect you to become master of this contro- 
versy. Ay, of this controversy,' he re- 
peated with emphasis, ^ for I feel anxious to 
repair the mischief my former prejudice has 
helped to do. These are days of great sift- 
ing ; and God's true ministers must be pre- 
pared, like Paul, to " preach the Gospel 
with much contention," not against men^ 
but against men's errors and Satan's devices. 
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Days of peace we may not now expect, for 
already are signs abounding throughout the 
earth that the great day of God's contro- 
Tersy is very near at hand. We need not 
look for a figurative EUjah, to confound with 
miraculous wonders the prophets of lies : we 
must look for Him of whom Elijah is the 
predicted forerunner ; He will consume 
with the breath of his mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of his coming this great 
Antichrist, whom we in the interim are 
bound to resist to the uttermost. Much 
opposition will be encountered, but let not 
that deter us : enemies will rail, and weak 
brethren will reprove. I have so lately 
been among the latter myself, that I can 
well judge how conscientiously, how zeal- 
ously they will oppose the work of rearing 
up a young family of professing Protestants 
to be real Protesters ; but a veil has been 
rent from before my eyes, and I see first my 
own household, then my village neighbour- 
hood, then my distant friends, and in fact 
my whole native England lying at the mercy 
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of the most insidious^ most deadly foe to 
the Gospel of Christ. I behold the poison- 
ous leaven actually creeping back into the 
Churches of the land^ tainting its Universi- 
ties^ and gradually spreading on every side. 
Is this a time for a Christian man to pipe 
notes of peace to his family ? No : the 
trumpet has sounded in my ears which^ like 
Nehemiah^s^ calls each to his post upon the 
walls of this Jerusalem ; and I, as the Fa- 
ther^ the Master of a household^ am bound 
to bring with me all the aid I can muster. 
Forward, then, my beloved children : the 
youngest among you may lend a hand to 
unfurl and to support that Standard which, 
when the enemy comes in Uke a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord has promised to lift up 
against him !' 
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